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POLISH SCENE 


» ow continuous attempts of 
the present day ruling cli- 
que of Poland to introduce Fas- 
cism by degree should teach the 
world the lesson that dictator- 
ship leads to further dictator- 
ships. Pilsudski made his coup 
d etat in 1926 in order to save 
Poland from an impending coal- 
ition of the anti-Semitic Endeks 
and right wing peasants which 
threatened Poland with Fascism. 
At present, the colonels and 
their industrial and rural mag- 
nate allies are repaying the 
workers for their support of Pil- 
sudski by cutting down wages 
and social provisions, and by 
plans of complete Gleichschal- 
tung. The Jews are being re- 
paid for their support by tolera- 
tion of riots, by anti-Shechitah 
provisions, by turning them into 
second class “citizens” and by 
making their life miserable in or- 
der to force them to emigrate in- 
to a world with virtually all 
gates closed. The only encourag- 
ing news from Poland are the 
decisions of the Polish Socialist 
Party to strengthen its fight 
against Fascism and anti-Semit- 
ism. The Socialists have man- 
aged recently to veer the large 
masses of the peasantry away 
from the influence of the Endeks 
and the government circles. It 
is hoped that the plan of a Uni- 
ted Front between the peasants 
and the Socialists will be mater- 
ialized soon. The Jewish lead- 
ers of the Agudah (extreme or- 
thodox group) and of the Re- 
visionists, who may fail to sup- 
port this political combination 
will deservedly lose their follow- 
ers. We are certain that all Zion- 
ists in Poland will be behind the 
only possible saviors of the Jew- 
ish masses and of Polish democ- 
racy. Responsible Jewish organ- 
izations abroad, too, should 
throw whatever aid they can to 
these who express the voices of 
real Poland. 
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EDITORIALS OF THE MONTH 





WHAT IS ANTIFA? 


HE ANTIFA delegation, consisting of one 

Arab and one Jew, recently arrived in the 
United States from Palestine, is naturally 
evoking considerable interest. The announced 
objectives of this organization are wholly admir- 
able: to promote closer Arab-Jewish cooperation, 
and to combat fascism. No one could take issue 
with either of these purposes. Every person who 
has the interests of Zionism at heart, appreciates 
fully the necessity for drawing the Arab and Jew- 
ish masses together, and everyone who has fol- 
lowed Palestinian events understands that a de- 
veloping fascism, with its emphasis on economic 
reaction and chauvinist nationalism, constitutes 
the greatest possible foe to a real collaboration 
between Arab and Jew. 

However, there are features about Antifa 
which temper our enthusiasm. The Antifa dele- 
gates, in their statements and communications in 
the press, indicate that they have undertaken the 
particular cause of better Arab-Jewish relations 
because the Histadrut has failed to approach this 
question with the requisite energy and intelligence. 
Since Antifa is the special fledgling of the Left 
Poale Zion it is perhaps to be expected that the de- 
legates (members of the Left Poale Zion) should 
seek to make political capital of their visit. There 
are ideological differences between Antifa and the 
bulk of the Histadrut. However, though the dele- 
gates of Antifa are privileged to express their 
views, they should not create the impression that 
they have undertaken a holy mission neglected or 
opposed by the Histadrut. It is quite true that the 
results of the Histadrut efforts to organize Arab 
workers and cement better relations with them 
have been neither as far-reaching nor as produc- 
tive as we could desire, but the lack of success is 
largely attributable to the extreme difficulty and 
delicacy of the problem. The Histadrut has for 
years been engaged in the organization of Arab 
workers. They do not agree with Antifa as to 
the best method of organization. Antifa favors 
one union for Arab and Jewish workers, whereas 
the Histadrut has organized Arabs and Jews in 
separate unions, both of which belong to the Pal- 
estine Workers’ Alliance. The Histadrut policy 
is necessitated by the great differences in back- 
ground and language which exist between the 
politically untutored Arab and the advanced class- 
conscious Jewish worker. Furthermore, it must 
be remembered that the Histadrut has national 
functions which exceed those of the ordinary 
trade-union, functions of no concern to the Arab 
worker. In any case, whatever was achieved in 
the immensely complicated field of Arab-Jewish 
relations, has been primarily due to the Histadrut. 
The handful of the Antifa, despite its undoubtedly 


excellent intentions, has very little to show—so lit- 
tle, that in Palestine Antifa is a wholly negligible 
factor. Any stir that it may be creating here is 
wholly out of proportion to its actual influence 
there. 

Just now the Antifa is collecting funds for the 
publication of an Arab newspaper. The idea is 
an excellent one. However, it so happens that 
the Histadrut passed a resolution to undertake 
such a publication some weeks ago. The funds 
are already available. Obviously, Antifa is not 
as pathetically alone in its struggle for Arab 
friendship and enlightenment as it would have us 
believe. There is room for good work in this 
sphere. But the very gravity of the task should 
prevent a mushroom growth of duplicate or con- 
flicting activities. Above all, the solution of this 
intricate and troublesome problem should not be 
exploited for narrow factional ends. 


THE ROUMANIAN SCENE 
a. CAROL of Roumania seems to be de- 
termined to check the encroachment of the 
Nazi Iron Guard on the political life of the coun- 
try. Fascism is international, in spite of the asser- 
tion of Mussolini that it is only for Italian home 
consumption. It is natural that the huge sums 
of Nazi money poured into the coffers of the Iron 
Guard should bolden the German minister to 
participate together with the Italian minister in 
a Roumanian political demonstration. The min- 
isters were recalled by their respective govern- 
ments. The cleansing of the cabinet from Iron 
Guard influences is still going on. These are in- 
dications that Roumania intends to remain within 
the “democratic”? column in international affairs. 
Concerning the effect of these changes on direct 
Jewish affairs, the present government is still 
nothing but a lesser evil to be chosen in preference 
to Nazism. Insistence on ethnic origin clauses 
in employment of banks and corporations, inter- 
ference with Zionism, incomplete protection of 
Jews from molestation indicate that the tide has 
not as yet turned for Roumania’s Jewish citizens. 


ALL OUT MARCH 9th 
N the evening of March 9th the labor dele- 
gation which has returned from its tour of 
the cities and colonies in Palestine and from meet- 
ing labor audiences in England, France and Po- 
land, will be acclaimed by a mass demonstration at 
the New York Hippodrome. 

Jewish Frontier extends a hearty welcome to 
the returned labor representatives and urges all 
readers who live in the environs of New York to 
join the Jewish workers in their demonstration for 
the Histadrut. 
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MEANING OF LABOR RACKETEER 
JRACKETEERING gangster control of certain 


labor unions now under investigation in New 
York City, and employers’ labor espionage in 
large scale industry as revealed by the LaFollette 
Committee, might seem to the uninitiated to con- 
firm the easy opinion that corruption and injustice 
exist alike in labor unions as in employers’ ranks. 
Actually, however, the two are but complimentary 
phases of a single phenomenon—the fight of anti- 
labor elements. 

Racketeering gangster control of unions arises 
almost exclusively in local unions in highly com- 
petitive small industries. The gangster element is 
first introduced into the industry by competing 
groups of employers as mercenaries in their fight 
with each other. If the workers in the industry 
are organized into a well-knit, militant union, 
these gangster forces are let loose by the employ- 
ers to fight the unions. In the course of time, 
these underworld elements come to control the 
employers’ associations. They then introduce a 
new technique with respect to labor unions, the 
technique of gaining control of labor unions, 
through bribery of officials, pocketing the union 
treasury and using the unions as a means of fur- 
ther extortion from employers who do not come 
under their control. If the union resists, it is 
fought with terror. In manufacturing industries, 
gangster control of unions is difficult, because the 
unions in such industries must of necessity be 
national and there is a check on local corruption 
from above. Moreover, unions in such highly 
competitive manufacturing industries as the gar- 
ment and allied trades, are on the whole demo- 
cratic in character, and policy is determined and 
checked on by the membership. In the service and 
building industries, because of the nature of the 
industry, national unions do not exercise as much 
control from above, and the concentration of 
power in the hands of a few officials makes impos- 
sible a check from the rank and file. It is precise- 
ly in these unions that a weak leadership can be 
bribed or terrorized, especially if the international 
unions cannot or will not act. Fundamentally, 
however, the racketeering-gangster element eman- 
ates from the employers’ side. The amount of 
money extorted from employers cannot compare 
with its cost to workers. 

Use of plug-uglies, gangsters and crude political 
corruption were not unknown weapons in the 
early history of the railroads, coal, steel, rubber 
and automobile industries in the struggle between 
employers to gain control. But now these indus- 
tries are large-scale and semi-monopolistic and 
they use more insidious methods in dealing with 
competitors. They have reserved brutality and 


the use of underworld methods for their dealings 
with unions, both in strike times and between 
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strikes. The detective agencies employed in labor 
espionage use not only professional “operatives” 
in the period when unions are being organized, but 
seek to inveigle and corrupt workers in leading 
positions in their trade unions, once these are 
formed. 

Because the future of the C. I. O. lies in the 
unionization of these large-scale semi-monopolistic 
industries, the disclosures of the LaFollette Com- 
mittee are as invaluable as they are shocking. 
They have been a powerful antidote to the horror 
displayed by the press as to the “illegality” of the 
sit-down strike which at least for the present is be- 
ing so effectively used by the C.I.O. As we go to 
press, these disclosures, particularly with respect 
to labor spies in the automobile industry, together 
with the victory in the General Motors strike, seem 
to promise quicker results in the C.I.O. drive. Un- 
doubtedly these disclosures will be used in the case 
for the Wagner Labor Relations Act ensuring col- 
lective bargaining and as one argument for a res- 
urrected N.R.A. Already the effects of the auto- 
mobile victory are being felt in the negotiations 
with the bituminous coal employers, and in the 
immediate question of government contracts for 
steel and in the lower question of the unionization 
of the steel industry. 


AMERICAN INVESTMENTS 
IN PALESTINE 


HE American Economic Committee for Pal- 

estine has recently published the results of 
its survey of investments made by American Jews 
in Palestine. The results are impressive. Since 
the World War the Jews of America have poured 
into Palestine over $80,000,000, or about one- 
fifth of the total capital, private and national, 
which the Jews of the world have invested in 
Palestine in order to reconstruct their National 
Home. More than one-half of America’s finan- 
cial contribution to Palestine was by way of gifts 
to the various public funds such as the Keren 
Hayesod and the Jewish National Fund. An 
analysis of the survey reveals that to a large de- 
gree “private” investors were actuated less by 
the desire for profit than they were by their will- 
ingness to contribute to the social and economic 
advancement of the Homeland. The Palestine 
Economic Corporation of New York is a note- 
worthy example. In many instances: American 
investors provided the pioneer capital which was 
required for the launching of large “key” indus- 
tries, such as the development of the Dead Sea 
Concession and the Rutenberg project. 

In the field of middle class settlement in agri- 
culture American Jews have shown interesting and 
healthy tendencies. They are organized in groups 
and enjoy the advantages of joint action; they are 
preparing their settlements and homes in advance 
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of their migration to Palestine so that the dif_i- 
culties usually encountered during the transitory 
period are considerably reduced; and they adhere 
largely to the principle of organized labor. 

American Jews have participated in the de- 
velopment of every phase of Palestine’s economy 
—building construction, agriculture and citrus cul- 
ture, banking and investments, cooperative credit, 
industry and handicrafts. During the depression 
a number of American Jews discovered that what 
was originally meant to be a “sentimental” in- 
vestment turned out to be a life-saver and the 
sole source of income, if not the basis for estab- 
lishing life anew. Not always were investments 
prudently made or soundly planned but the ex- 
perience of the past has provided ample proof of 
the possibilities of successful private investments 
in Palestine without conflict with the social inter- 
ests of the community. Some of the largest in- 
vestments were made by American Jews in Pal- 
estine at the time when the Yishuv was beset with 
difficulties. Such display of confidence and hope 
was not less valuable than the investment itself. 
The heroic stand of the Yishuv during the recent 
disturbances has undoubtedly strengthened the 
faith of world Jewry, and the Jews of America, 
with Jews from other countries, will not fail to 
continue their effort in the economic development 
of the country. 


TEL AVIV HARBOR 


HE rudimentary port, hastily erected in Tel 
Aviv when the Jews were driven from Jaffa 
during the recent outbreaks, will be completed. 
The bitter experience of the riots has shown Pal- 
estinian Jewry the need for a harbor whose ac- 
cessibility does not depend on Arab good or ill- 
will. If not for the extraordinary energy and 
resourcefulness with which a crude landing place 
was constructed at the very height of the distur- 
bances, Tel Aviv and the outlying settlements 
would have been completely isolated. Such a 
risk the Jews of Palestine cannot afford to run 
again. Obviously, it would be better for the 
entire country, if, instead of two “nationalist” 
ports—one at Jaffa, the other at Tel Aviv—func- 
tioning practically side by side, there were one 
enlarged, combined Tel Aviv-Jaffa port, adequate 
for the growing requirements of both cities. 
The creation of rival “Arab” and “Jewish” 
ports is wasteful economically and undesirable 
politically. Every intelligent Zionist realizes that 
the erection of tightly walled-in, separate Arab 
and Jewish economic units is fundamentally false, 
because the sharper the economic cleavage, the 
remoter the prospect of political harmony be- 
comes. ‘“‘Self-sufficiency”, ‘‘autarchy’, are not 


ideals in themselves though they may become in- 
escapable necessities because of actual circum- 
stances. 


Thoughtful Zionists want ‘economic 
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cantonization” as little as they want political can- 
tonization. They realize that a policy of mutual 
exclusion in enterprise which should be Palestin- 
ian, rather than specifically Arab or Jewish, is 
bound to intensify chauvinism and check the nor- 
mal development of the country. The healthy 
collaboration of Jews and Arabs in one great, im- 
proved port would, undoubtedly, be to the ad- 
vantage of each group. However, collaboration 
implies the willing participation of both parties 
involved. The Jewish Agency expressed its readi- 
ness to negotiate in regard to a common Tel Aviv- 
Jaffa harbor. The British government withheld 
its final permission for the erection of a perma- 
nent port in Tel Aviv for some months—possibly 
in the hope that the Arabs would become more 
tractable. Such has not proven the case. Arab 
leaders have shown no disposition to confer with 
regard to the proposed harbor. 

In view of the intransigent, inflammatory na- 
ture of the Arab declarations before the Royal 
Commission and in the press, Palestinian Jewry 
has no choice. It cannot leave its considerable 
export and import trade, its tourist traffic, its 
landing place for immigrants to the mercy of 
Arab extremists. The Jews must safeguard one 
vital channel of communication with the outside 
world, or else run the danger not only of the 
paralysis of their commerce, but of virtual isola- 
tion in an emergency. In the best of times, the 
antiquated Jaffa port was ill-adapted to the 90% 
increase of business due to Jewish enterprise. 
Under present conditions, it would be suicidal 
for Jews to return to Jaffa. Since the Arabs re- 
fuse to cooperate in a common port, a separate 
Tel Aviv port becomes inevitable. How keenly 
Palestinian Jewry appreciates this necessity may 
be judged from the speed with which shares in 
the Harbor Company are being taken. A capital 
outlay of $500,000 is required. All elements of 
the population, particularly the workers and the 
workers’ cooperatives are becoming shareholders, 
even though no dividends have been guaranteed. 
The Tel Aviv port is another evidence of the vigor 
and resolution of Palestinian Jewry, another sign 
of its refusal to be cowed. 


JABOTINSKY OUTDOES HIMSELF 
ABOTINSKY’S testimony before the Royal 


Commission surprised no one familiar with the 
Revisionist Duce’s line of thought and conduct. 
It was of a piece with the other feats of states- 
manship already to his credit. Like the Metro- 
Goldwyn lion, Jabotinsky has a weakness for 
roaring and shaking his mane. Unfortunately, 
unlike the Hollywood mascot, his talents are not 
confined to the silver screen. He is leonine in 
the wrong places. Just a couple of months ago 
he grandiosely offered to assist the Polish For- 
eign minister in the “evacuation” of thousands 
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of Polish Jews to Palestine-——a proposal whose 
effrontery aroused the indignation of world 
Jewry. But Jabotinsky is not discouraged by the 
lack of acclaim which greets his efforts in behalf 
of the Jewish people. Despite the ingratitude 
of his public, he put on a good show at the 
session of the Royal Commission held in London. 
That august body had been favored with no Jew- 
ish roars as yet. It had heard the, Arab variety 
from the Grand Mufti and his associates, but the 
Hebraic brand had been spared them. In Pales- 
tine, Lord Peel and his fellows, had listened to 
the representatives of the Jewish Agency whose 
testimony had been notable for its tact; modera- 
tion and good sense. The Zionist spokesman 
who appeared in Palestine had stated their griev- 
ances and formulated their demands with a re- 
gard for reality. They had weighed the actual 
political and economic conditions obtaining. They 
were not prepared to jeopardize the great cause 
entrusted to them for the sake of a mouth-filling 
phrase or a heroic pose. But Jabotinsky had no 
such qualms. He pranced through his major acts 
in his finest style, untroubled by the possible effect 
of his performance on vital Zionist interests. He 
raised the old cry of a “Jewish state on both sides 
of the Jordan”; he suggested that Great Britain 
surrender the Mandate “‘if it is unable to fulfill 
it’; he paid compliments to the Polish govern- 
ment for attempting to find a “home” to which 
Polish Jews might be exported, he demanded a 
Jewish Legion, and as a final masterpiece, he re- 
quested that the British government liquidate the 
Jewish Agency. 

Here we have the usual Revisionist clap-trap. 
All this swashbuckling might be funny if we could 
be certain that the spectators—both British and 
Arab—derive only an aesthetic pleasure from the 
Jabotinsky bragadocio. Since, however, the out- 
side world is in no position to evaluate him prop- 
erly and accepts Jabotinsky as a leading Jewish 
spokesman, his utterances cannot be dismissed 
lightly. They are dangerous and treasonable. 
At a time when all Zionist energy is bent on 
preserving the principle of economic  ab- 
sorptive capacity as the criterion for Jewish im- 
migration—a principle which is now seriously 
threatened—Jabotinsky clamors for a “Jewish 
State.” At a time when all serious Jewish states- 
manship is attempting to establish a workable 
status of cooperation with the British and the 
Arabs, he bellows about a “Jewish Legion’, and 
a “surrender of the Mandate”. When all Jewry 
is outraged by Poland’s suggestion to evacuate 
its Jewish citizens, he offers tributes to the Polish 
government’s altruistic thoughtfulness. And as 
a crowning achievement, this super-patriot invites 
the British government to step in and overthrow 
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the Jewish Agency which is the accredited rep- 
resentative of the Jewish people before Great 
Britain and the world. 

It is impossible to judge the exact amount of 
harm wreaked by Jabotinsky’s irresponsible dec- 
lamations. That they inflame Arab hostility, 
that they give rich fuel to instigators of Arab 
suspicions and fears, is clear on the face of it. 
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And who knows what damage the carefully con- 
structed case presented by the Jewish Agency has 
suffered in British eyes through the questioning 
of the Agency’s competence as a representative 
body? ‘Patriotism’, ‘discipline’, and “unity” 
have been trampled on before by their loudest 
exponent, but in this critical moment for Zionism, 
Vladimir Jabotinsky has outdone himself. 


| Visit a Soviet Kolkhoz 


"HE kolkhoz is a step on the road to commu- 

nism, a step toward the Palestinian kvutza 

which embodies the highest form of communistic 
life. 

The kolkhoz, a Soviet community based on a 
collective economy, operates on the principle of 
communal ownership of the soil, tools, machines 
and buildings necessary for cooperative produc- 
tion and the upkeep of everything owned and 
used cooperatively. But each member of the 
kolkhoz is paid according to the share of labor 
he contributes. 

A daily norm of production is established— 
qualitatively and quantitatively. An inferior work- 
er who fulfills half the norm is credited with half 
a day’s work; a superior worker who can double 
or triple it is credited proportionately. This 
determines his share in the products of field and 
garden. After the government’s share of crops— 
after the government’s own price is delivered and 
funds for seed and fodder are put aside, the 
remainder is sold in the open market at prevail- 
ing prices. The money thus realized is distributed 
among the members of the kolkhoz according to 
their labor. Naturally, there are wide discrep- 
ancies in income. 

Every member has his own little house, and 
his own bit of land which he can cultivate as he 
pleases; a cow or two, a goat, a sheep, chickens, 
and pigs. Any surplus of this little private farm 
which is not consumed by the family can be sold 
in the open market. But one may not buy a 
neighbor’s produce in order to sell it. That 
would be forbidden trading. 

Whereas the development of the Palestinian 
kvutza has been the spontaneous realization of a 
great ideal, the establishment of the kolkhoz has 
been dictated from above and forced upon the 
peasants. Not without great struggle and blood- 
shed. But there is no regret among them now. 
It was this enforced cooperation, and common 
ownership of the land that made possible the 
use of tractors and combines. These in turn 
have given farmers great advantages over weather 
conditions and assured them of finer crops. Pea- 





@ by David Pinski 


gants who formerly had to beg for their bread 
now are credited with hundreds of poods of 
bread and upward of a thousand rubles annually. 

As time goes on and people become rooted in 
this cooperative life, the Soviet government will 
more easily be able, at an auspicious moment, to 
effect the transition from the kolkhoz to the com- 
munist form of the kvutza. The latter will then 
serve as a valuable model. 

(Upon my wife’s suggestion that we ought to 
start communist propaganda toward this end, I 
assured her that on our imminent visit to the 
Jewish kolkhozes, we would surely tell them all 
about our Palestinian kvutzot.) 

We set out for the Crimea and the Jewish 
Collectives. We visited one after another—five 
of them—run largely by Jews who not long be- 
fore had been among the declassed small shop- 
keepers and merchants. 

One kolkhoz specialized in grapes, boasting the 
largest vineyards. The manager welcomed us 
and while we were enjoying the many varieties of 
grapes he had to offer, he told us of his experien- 
ces. The members of his collective had revolted. 
What did they know about grapes? Of what 
practical use were grapes? What, after all, 
could they make on grapes? And who could 
wait until the vines actually grew enough to pro- 
duce grapes? But now they were not sorry. 
They understood and loved their work and were 
proud of the results. They had far surpassed the 
norm assigned by the government. 

Another kolkhoz specialized in truck-farming 
—the largest of its kind. Endless fields of can- 
talope, watermelon, eggplant, beans, peas, etc. 
The superintendent, a husky Jew, good to look at, 
welcomed us with melons and cantalopes, and 
told his story. The work hadn’t been easy. It 
was more than hard to break in, but they did it. 
There were plenty of Stakhanofites now, men 
and women. The old peasants from neighboring 
Tartar collectives often came over and admired 
the Jews and learned from them. 

In the third kolkhoz we found sheep. Plant- 
ing had been unsuccessful that year. A hailstorm 








had ruined everything. But the sheep had brought 
luck—to the amount of about 70,000 rubles. 

Each farm had its measure of abundance. 
Cows, horses, chickens—150 cows, 70 horses, 
2000 chickens. Some more, some less. But they 
were all pretty well off. They took milk and 
eggs to market. They made good money. And 
the government got its quota and more. 

In addition, every farmer had his little nest- 
egg—a home, a garden, chickens, a cow and pigs, 
pigs. ... 

We talked about life in the kvutza. All lis- 
tened attentively. Very fine, indeed. But it was 
out of the question here. It wouldn’t pay. The 
government still has to maintain its practice of 
paying according to work done. A group of 
former Palestinian halutzim had actually tried 
to organize one of those communist settlements. 
They had to put up three large buildings to house 
their communal kitchen, dining-room, nursery, 
living quarters, and so forth. But the govern- 
ment found it did not pay, and they had to turn 
it into a kolkhoz. 

How they all sang the praises of the Soviet 
Government! What a government! It had loan- 
ed large sums of money to every kolkhoz, help- 
ing to establish them. One had obtained a million 
rubles, another 600,000. Wasn’t it wonderful! 
Such a huge sum! And half of it had already 
been written off. What was meant by “written 
off’? Simply cancelled, donated. And what did 
we think would happen to the other half? The 
same thing, of course. We'll never be asked for 
it. Well, what do you think of our government? 
If only all Jews were so well off! 


But—but—why hadn’t we seen any young 
people? Where are your 18 and 20 year-old 
boys and girls? 

Oh, our young people went off to the towns, 
to study or work in factories. There is no future 
for them here. 


We have nothing against Stalin, a middle-aged 
woman said to us, our children are on top of the 
world, and we'll manage for the rest of our lives. 


A seventy year-old man expressed his happi- 
ness because none of his children had remained 
with him. They were in Kharkov, in Kiev, and 
Moscow. I’m at the end of the road, he said to 
my wife, and I don’t mind for myself, but our 
children and grandchildren are better off where 
they are. 


In one kolkhoz there was deep satisfaction be- 
cause 120 of their young people had managed 
to leave. There now remained 185 under eight- 


een years who would also scatter when they came 
of age. 

Then what would become of the kolkhoz? 
If the youth left never to return, who would 
carry on when their time was over? 
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The less conscientious among them answered: 
Are we to worry about that? 

The more social-minded said: We have done 
our duty; we worked, built up these collectives, 
and were useful to our socialist fatherland. When 
we are gone, our work will be taken over and 
continued by others—Tartars, Germans, Ukrain- 
ians—what matter who? Who cares? 


And the work of the Jew on the land? 


That was necessary while some of us were de- 
classed. But not any more. Is there a law that 
Jews must work on the land? We can be useful 
anywhere now. What do you think will happen 
to Biro-Bidjan? Jews won’t go there. Why 
should they? Siberia, of all places! Banish- 
ment! You've probably met many Jews on your 
trip. Well, what do wid say? Probably the 
same as we do— 


True! 


Of course! They'd be fools. Let them send 
the Jews of Germany and Poland to Biro-Bidjan. 
I'll be frank with you: To us Biro-Bidjan is a 
horror. We dread it. If our children went 
there, we'd feel as if they’d been exiled... . 

They’re not with you anyway. 

Nevertheless in the summer they visit or help 


us. Now you know why the younger generation 
isn’t here. But... 


Why isn’t there a single tree anywhere? Why 
haven’t you any flowers? Don’t you long for 
shade in the summer? Don’t you feel the need 
of the beauty of flowers? Here you have two 
long rows of bare brick houses cracked and 
crumbling where the rain has washed down the 
mortar. They look so neglected and mournful. 
Why not beautify them with vines and flowers? 
Is your soil, the soil of the Crimean steppe, not 
hospitable to tree and shrub? 


Oh no! Our soil grows everything that’s 
planted in it. We did at one time plant a little 
grove of trees, but the cows trampled them. A 
bit of shade would have been very welcome, but 
who has time to struggle with the cattle? As for 
flowers—we’ve gotten along without them until 
a 


We told them that in Palestine flowers have 
become a custom. They plant flowers and sell 
them. Shopkeepers and workers take them home 
every Friday evening for the shabbos. 

And what are your cultural activities here? 

We have a club-house. We meet occasionally 
after work, and spend a little time socially, sing- 
ing, dancing—we dance all your American dances 
too—for the children’s sake. 

Any lectures? Books? 

Yes, once in a while, when somebody comes 
our way, we get a lecture too. Sometimes we 
read aloud from Sholem Aleichem. But we're 
beginning to get tired of that. 
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How about other writers? 
What other writers? 


The representatives of the new Soviet Yiddish 
literature. We know very little about it. How 
is that? Not interesting. And to tell you the 
truth: they don’t deserve to be read by us. Take 
David Bergelson. For a whole summer he lived 
at Yevpatoria and not once did he take the 
trouble to come over and see a single kolkhoz 
of ours. The same with the others. They come 
to the Crimea for the summer, but they never 
show themselves here. Only Dobrushin comes 
once in a while. So, if they’re not interested in 
us, why should we be interested in them? How 
about the Yiddish language? The answer: they 
have schools—one school for a few neighboring 
settlements. Yiddish is taught, but Russian is 
spoken. Of course. When the children grow up 
and go out into the world, Yiddish is put aside 
anyway.... 

What will happen to Jewish culture? 


We were sitting in the home of an elderly 
woman who had been introduced to us as a par- 
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ticularly capable person, a Stakhanoffite. She 
welcomed us with the story of her connections— 
her cousinship to one of the most splendid per- 
sonalities in Palestine — and with gefilte fish. 
We had not known it was shabbos, and they also 
told us that in six days it would be Rosh Ha- 
shanah. How they knew this without a calendar 
they would not reveal. At the moment when I 
asked my question about Jewish culture, our hos- 
tess’ pigs burst into a chorus of grunts. There 
was general laughter—but I did not need any 
further answer. 

When we returned to Moscow we asked Ber- 
gelson and other Jewish writers: Why do you 
neglect the Jewish collectives ? 

The answer was a wave of the hand. They 
know that these collectives will not remain in 
Jewish hands. There is really no one there worth 
bothering with. A pity to waste the time. The 
eyes of Jewish writers are turned to Biro-Bid- 
jan. A home is being built there for Bergelson, 
and he will settle there. 

I was the only one who regretted that these 
Jewish collectives would disappear. ... 


The Sharecropper—What Next? 


(Officials of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union, the 
labor organization of tenant farmers, sharecroppers and 
farm laborers in the cotton fields of the South, are par- 
hicipating in meetings and activities sponsored during Na- 
tional Sharecroppers Week, March 1st to 7th. Norman 
Thomas is serving as Honorary Chairman of National 
Sharecroppers Week.) 


IS A SIGN of real progress that I can dis- 
cuss the subject: ‘What Next for the Share- 
croppers” instead of having to explain as I did 
every time I spoke or wrote on the subject three 
or four years ago: “Who are the Sharecrop- 
pers?” In the last few months the Roosevelt 
Administration has discovered them and has ad- 
mitted, tacitly or openly, that which it denied 
when I first proclaimed it. Sharecroppers form 
so important a part of the great problem of ten- 
ant farmers that they cannot be ignored. The 
President’s Commission on Farm Tenancy has 
given satisfactory proof of that fact. Much of 
its discussion of the situation and many of its 
recommendations are admirable, although, as will 
be seen from this article, I do not agree with the 
emphasis of the Commission on turning tenants, 
especially in the cotton country, into small pro- 
prietors. I am more in sympathy with the min- 
ority suggestion of W. L. Blackstone, represen- 
tative of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union 
on the Commission. 
For this improved situation no liberalism or 
general goodwill on the part of the public, or of 
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an administration which still leans so heavily upon 
men like Senator Robinson of Arkansas, is pri- 
marily responsible but rather the magnificent 
work done by some of the most exploited of 
Americans, white and colored, in the organization 
of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union. That 
organization has its own hard row to hoe, its 
own difficulties to face. It is still confined in 
membership mostly to Arkansas and the region 
around Memphis and certain districts in Okla- 
homa. But it is safe to say that if there had been 
no STFU there would have been no conviction 
of Marshall Peacher of Arkansas for what is 
virtually the practice of slavery, and the country 
would be unaware of the brutality and lawless- 
ness upon which the plantation system rests. 

Rural America in its issue for January 1937 
prints an article by Erskine Caldwell entitled 
“Tenant Farmer.” Some of the things Mr. 
Caldwell says in it have been made matters of 
public discussion. He is dealing primarily with 
conditions in the Old South, a region mostly of 
poor land and of no organization. It is conser- 
vative to say that his story reveals the depth of 
human misery and human degradation in twen- 
tieth century America which equals the famous 
accounts of the way peasants lived on great es- 
tates in France and elsewhere prior to the French 
Revolution. 

Mr. Caldwell, partly in the light of the effect 
of the way A.A.A. was carried out, correctly saw 
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that what was next for the sharecroppers was 
even deeper misery and degradation as part of 
the army of the unemployed, or as a casual field 
worker at 25 to 50 cents a day—when he worked 
—or as a tenant who had to pay cash whether 
or not he and his family starved. Mr. Caldwell’s 
horrifying stories of actual conditions are per- 
haps a little worse than some of the stories 
Howard Kester tells in his little book, ‘“The Re- 
volt of the Sharecropper’’, which deals with con- 
ditions in the rich lands of the Mississippi Valley. 
What these writers say and what I have been 
saying in the last few years concerning conditions 
is substantially confirmed by the government’s 
own study entitled: ‘Landlord and Tenant on 
the Cotton Plantation”. For instance, I quote: 

“In 1934, the average net income per family of the 
wage hands, croppers, share tenants, and renters on 
plantations in the 11 areas surveyed was only $309, 
or $73 per capita. 

“The average net income per family of wage labor- 
ers was $180 for the year, varying from $213 in the 
Arkansas River area to $70 in the Interior Plain area. 
The average annual net income per capita in this 
gtoup ranged from $52 to $92. Share-croppers in 
this survey, who made up more than half the total 
number of families, averaged $312 per family, or $71 
per capita. Their average net income per capita and 
per family was highest in the Atlantic Coast Plain 
area and lowest in the lower Delta. In the latter 
area, the croppers’ average net income afnounted to 
$38 per person, or slightly more than 10 cents per 
day. Other share tenants had an average net income 
of $417 per family, or $92 per capita, the highest of 
any Occupational group.” 

These cold figures interpreted in terms of life 
mean that the men who raise cotton cannot clothe 
themselves or their children decently; that they 
live on “three M’s—meal, mollases and white 
meat”—very inferior bacon, a diet which nour- 
ishes pellagra, not men; that they live in leaky 
one-room cabins under conditions which invite 
immorality. Most of them, white and colored 
cannot vote and all of them, but more particu- 
larly the colored, have no rights that the planters 
have to respect. A man named Peacher was, to be 
sure, finally convicted though he is not in jail, while 
a poor Negro named Hall is in jail for seven years 
merely for trying to protect a friend from mob 
attack when a meeting for share-croppers was 
broken up. I have seen a cabin with thirty bullet 
holes in it fired by night-riders. To this day one 
of the strike leaders, last spring beaten down by 
a mob of planters and bosses who then carried 
his dead or lifeless body away, has not been ac- 
counted for. This in free America! 

Universally share-croppers buy on credit at 
the planters’ commissary at 10 to 20 per cent 
advance on the dollar. Thousands of them live 
in perpetual debt which means perpetual serfdom. 

What next for these people? Until recently 
the favorite liberal answer, which was supposed 
to have some degree of Administration support, 








JEWISH FRONTIER 


and certainly had the support of prominent South- 
ern Conrgessmen, was the Bankhead—later the 
Jones-Bankhead Bill,-nominally designed to make 
peasants on small holdings of their own into 
tenant farmers by a liberal use of govern- 
ment credit. The first bill which I strenuously 
opposed appropriated out of hand a billion dol- 
lars. It was a bill to bail out land poor planters, 
banks, insurance companies, and other mortgage 
holders. Fortunately, today, plans for making pro- 
prietors out of tenants are much more modest in 
their claims and in their appropriations and better 
protection is offered to the supposed beneficiaries 
of the measure and to the taxpayers. There is 
something to be said for such a bill although it 
must be insisted that a subsidized peasantry is not 
the final answer to our problem in the age of po- 
tential abundance. It is absolutely certain that 
cotton cultivation must be on a fairly large scale 
as in the present plantation system, especially since 
to carry it on properly will require an increase in 
the amount of machinery. Hence there is a grow- 
ing feeling within the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 
Union that at least in the cotton country not 
small holdings but well managed cooperative col- 
lectives must be the substitute for the plantation. 
The Delta Cooperative Farms in Mississippi, set 
up under private initiative, are doing well enough 
to make us hope that they will serve as a model. 

Certainly there is no solution which continues 
a plantation system that embodies the most abom- 
inable features of feudalism and _ capitalism. 
Nevertheless logic compels us to go farther. 
With or without the plantation system cotton will 
continue to be a poverty crop as long as con- 
sumers who need far more can only afford on the 
average a little over 9 pounds of finished cotton 
goods for all household and domestic purposes. 
There is no solution for any major problem of the 
workers as producers and consumers until we 
can begin to put our engineers to work to plan 
for abundance for all those in city and country 
who live under the profit system in poverty and 
misery. 

However, it is certain capitalist America is not 
going to the roots of the problem in any hurry. 
Meanwhile men, women, and children must live 
under better conditions with fuller rights to or- 
ganize in their own behalf. Hence as immediate 
demands we suggest: 


1. First and foremost the guarantee of civil 
and political rights long denied to these Ameri- 
cans. The end of peonage which is, alas, gener- 
ally practiced. The end of night riding and ter- 
rorism, of lynch law and the double standard 
of justice—one for the planter and the other for 
the tenant, sharecropper, or field hand, white as 
well as colored. Emphatically we demand the 
right of these agricultural workers to organize 
and to bargain collectively, a right which South- 
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ern politicians who talk volubly about the wrongs 
of industrial workers and their right to organize 
have always ignored. It is gratifying that the 
President’s Commission in its report specifically 
referred to civil liberties. It is a sign of the 
dependence of this Administration on men like 
Garner and Robinson that the President in his 
own message to Congress on this subject was 
silent on civil liberty and did not even endorse 
his Commission’s temperate statement. 


2. The Federal government as well as the 
state government must end the business of en- 
trusting relief and other measures avowedly for 
the benefit of sharecroppers and wage workers 
to local committees completely under the control 
of the planter class. This situation helped to 
make the A.A.A. a curse to a good many share- 
croppers and prostituted relief to the benefit of a 
planter class which to some extent unloaded on 
the government the little responsibility it had 
formerly acknowledged for the support of its 
own workers in bad times. 


3. There should be set up in the Federal de- 
partment of Labor a bureau to handle wage and 
contract relations between planters and laborers 
with a view to the protection of rights now flouted 
with impunity. State machinery to the same end 
should also be set up. 


4. State and federal legislation should be en- 
acted to protect the tenant farmer, the share- 
cropper and the field worker against the present 
extortionate contract and credit system now in 
general use. Specifically landlords should be for- 
bidden to extend credit at rates that sometimes 
work out in the hundreds of per cent when they 
themselves receive from the Federal government 
credit at very low rates. Surely a way can be 
found, if necessary through government institu- 
tions, to advance to actual workers credit to live 
on and so deliver them from the monstrous tyran- 
ny of ten to twenty cents advance on every dollar’s 
worth of purchases at the plantation commissary. 

5. Federal legislation ostensibly for the benefit 
of farmers should be for the benefit of the work- 
ing farmers rather than the great landowners. 
This was not the case in the cotton regions with 
A.A.A. It is not now the case with the temporary 
legislation which has succeeded A.A.A. Obviously 
part of this federal legislation should be a sub- 
sidy to schools in districts too poor to support 
them at all adequately. 

In suggesting this type of governmental action 
I am proposing no substitute for the abolition of 
the plantation system which is essential. I am 
not condemning every kind of effort under proper 
conditions and restrictions to make farm owners 
out of tenants. But I am insisting on the limita- 
tions inherent in this process in the United States 
of America in the year 1937. We are not deal- 
ing with the agricultural problems of Denmark or 
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Ireland in the last century. For plantation and 
corporation owned farms in general the proper 
alternative is the collective in which workers are 
trained to become cooperators in managing it. 
But any who are not ready to accept my sweeping 
attack on the plantation system and more funda- 
mentally on the capitalist system have, if at all, 
a greater responsibility than I to see to it 
that a kind of agricultural exploitation of human 
beings which makes life in parts of America 
worse than life in peasant communities of Europe 
and Asia should at once be ended. Help support 
the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union! 
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Cities Have Already Booked 
¢TheiLand of Promise” 


The only English picturization of Palestine 
life; narrative spoken by David Ross, musical 
score arranged by Boris Morros. 


Ran for 5 weeks at the Astor Theatre on Broadway 


Arrangements now being made for March and 
April for the Passover period and beyond. 
For details communicate with 
THE LAND OF PROMISE, Inc. 

111 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 


























THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OF THE 
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 


Announces 


A FORUM 


On Problems of Contemporary Zionism and Palestine at 
Society for Advancement of Judaism, 15 W. 86th St., N.Y. C. 





SUNDAY EVENING, MARCH 21: 


JEWISH-ARAB RELATIONS—Louis Lipsky; Hayim Fineman, 
Editor “Jewish Frontier"; Chairman—Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 





SUNDAY EVENING, MARCH 28: 
THE NEAR EAST IN EUROPEAN POLITICS—Hans Kohn, 
Chairman, Professor of European History, Smith College. 





SUNDAY EVENING, APRIL 11: 
BRITISH POLICY IN THE NEAR EAST—Waldo E. Stevens, 
(Columbia University); Abraham Ben-Sholom of Palestine; 
Shliah of Hashomer Hatzair; Chairman—Morris Rothenberg. 





SUNDAY EVENING, APRIL 25: 
CULTURAL INFLUENCE OF PALESTINE ON DIASPORA— 
Ludwig Lewisohn; A. H. Friedland, Educator; Chairman— 
Israel Chipkin. 





SUNDAY EVENING, MAY 9: 
ABSORPTIVE CAPACITY OF PALESTINE—Abraham Rev- 


usky, Author of "Jews in Palestine.’ Chairman—Dr, Israel 
Goldstein. 





Entire Course $1.00, Single Admission 35c 
JEWISH FRONTIER 


Miss Cantor, 1225 Broadway, N. Y. C.—MUrray Hill 4-0859 
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Censored....! 
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McGOVERN'S CENSORED RADIO ADDRESS 


PALESTINE POST, the English daily published 
in Jerusalem, carried the following feature on Friday, 
January 29, 1937: 

“The address which Mr. ]. McGovern M.P. a leader of 
the Independent Labour Party was to have broadcast at ten 
o'clock last night on the Palestine Broadcasting Service, 
was cancelled yesterday when Mr. McGovern declined to 
omit from his proposed address parts considered by the 
P. B. S. authorities as unsuitable. 

“The Palestine Post understands that the manuscript was 
read at the Secretariat and it is probable that the suggestion 
in regard to the omissions came from the Chief Secretary's 
office. 

“An announcement was made on the wireless at ten 
o'clock last night, the time when Mr. McGovern should 


have spoken, that be was ‘a man of very strong convictions’ 
and that, although the P. B. S. admired him for declining 


to modify his words, they had not been able to agree as to 
the expediency of broadcasting matter which might lead to 
controversy. 

“Mr. McGovern, as he explained in his address, came to 
Palestine with Mr. Campbell Stephen, M.P. as a delegate 
of the Independent Labour Party, ‘in order to gain a 
practical knowledge by visits, talks and meetings with all 
sections of the working class including Arabs and Jews.’ 

“We are indebted to the Central Committee of the 
Poale Zion and Marxist Circles, the hosts of the I. L. P. 
delegation, for the text of the undelivered address which, 
The Palestine Post considers should be published as a mat- 
ter of public interest. 

“We understand that the sections objected to by the 
authorities were those dealing with a free immigration, the 
burden of the land worker and the attack on the Effendi 
class, all of which Mr. McGovern refused to eliminate.” 

Mr. McGovern's undelivered address follows in full: 


FULL TEXT OF BRITISH M. P.'S UNDELIVERED SPEECH 


= INDEPENDENT Labour Party of 


Great Britain has been discussing the ques- 
tion of Palestine, and recently formed conclusions 
which aroused tremendous interest, discussion, and 
in certain quarters, antagonism. There were cer- 
tain working class organizations that were of the 
opinion that we had been unfair to the Jewish peo- 
ple and especially the workers of Palestine, in 
these decisions of policy. They realized that if 
we had made mistakes it could only be due to our 
failure in understanding the difficulties of the coun- 
try, and the peculiar circumstances of the Jewish 
workers. Believing that it was essential to a proper 
understanding, our brother party Poale-Zion 
and Marxist Circles invited the Independent La- 
bour Party to send a delegation, in order to gain 
a practical knowledge, by visits. talks and meetings 
with all sections of the working class, including 
Arabs and Jews. 

We have been their guests for the past fifteen 
days and during that period, have covered a tre- 
mendous amount of territory, and met with people 
from collective farms, trade unions, labor parties, 
rest homes, the research and agricultural depart- 
ments railways workers, factories, the University, 
and the Hydro-Electric Power House. 

The most striking manifestation of friendship 
and hope was in our meeting at Kfar-Gileadi, 
where seven Arab Sheikhs came over from their 
villages in order to welcome us. We sat down to 
breakfast, Arabs, Jews and Christians, and en- 
joyed a hearty meal prepared by the women of 
this Communal colony. For over two hours we 
discussed the problems and difficulties of develop- 
ing and extending friendship between Arab and 
Jewish workers. All of them agreed that it was 
necessary and urgent, and the Arabs stated: 





“ ... that the Jewish people had taught them a 
great deal, and that it would be for the good of the 
Arab as well as the Jew, that idle land should be 
peopled by many more Jewish workers.” 


After our meal, coffee and cigarettes were 
served, and we had a photograph taken of the 
entire company. By that time a group of Arab 
children had also come over from the villages, in 
order to display their friendly feelings towards 
the British Workers Delegation, and their neigh- 
boring Jewish Collective Farm. 

Following upon our mutual greetings with the 
Arab children we visited a school, where the Jew- 
ish children were being taught. The children were 
freed from the classroom and came out to the 
balcony and sat down with the Arab children 
where each section sang songs in Arabic and 
Hebrew respectively. We had a further photo- 
graph taken with the children, and as we took 
our farewell it was indeed a pleasure to see the 
Arab and Jewish children laughing and joking at 
a table which was heavily laden with the food and 
fruit which had been produced by the energy of 
workers from this outpost on the Palestinian 
Syrian frontier village. 


Surely that which can be accomplished by neigh- 
borly cooperation in this area can be developed all 
over Palestine. This was no stage-managed meet- 
ing, as the evidence of the friendship of these 
children made clear. 


There has been a fear in certain quarters that 
Jewish immigrants would displace Arab peasants 
and damage their prospect of employment. In 
our investigation we saw a country where there is 
a tremendous amount of idle land, where tens of 
thousands of Jewish workers could find a home, 
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and bring health and culture to the surrounding 
Arabs. 

What has already been accomplished in Pales- 
tine could never be adequately described by me. 
To the Jewish pioneers who have converted moun- 
tains, hills and malarial swamps into orange 
groves, vegetable gardens, poultry runs and cattle 
buildings, [ take off my hat. I can only moderately 
visualize the work, enthusiasm, defeats and suffer- 
ing incorporated in these splendid monuments to 
the idealistic, creative, heroic work of a race 
which knows no defeat. These collective colonies 
which are to be found in almost every district of 
Palestine, are an inspiration to any human being 
who is privileged to visit them, and will play an 
important part in civilizing this backward country. 


The Arab fellahin have been living under condi- 
tions in most of their villages which are a positive 
disgrace and menace. These straw houses and 
tents must be seen before one can realize the 
depths of filth and degradation under which Arab 
men,*women and children have existed. 


The Arab peasants and their wives are dis- 
turbed at the evidence of the higher standards of 
Jewish life, and the western culture which is sur- 
rounding them. They do not yet fully realize 
what is disturbing their minds, but their minds are 
bound to move in a progressive direction at an 
early date. Leaders of that dawning conscious- 
ness will arise and guide that movement and unite 
it with the Jewish workers in a direction of human 
progress. 


The effendi sees in the advent of the tens of 
thousands of Jewish workers into Palestine a 
menace to his power, and the beginning of a move- 
ment for the liberation of Arab women from the 
position of abject slavery which has been their lot. 


It is my firm conviction that the rioting between 
Arabs and Jews was an unnatural occurrence, and 
was only stimulated by those elements who felt 
their loss of power in the near future. We have 
heard from many areas where peace reigned be- 
tween both races and many terrorist bands threat- 
ened these Arabs with drastic penalties if they did 
not cease friendly association with Jews. There 
has been a great deal of money spent during the 
rioting period and surely the representatives of 
the Government know the source of this flow of 
easy money. 


There are many questions that we will reserve 
to a later and more opportune moment, but one 
cannot allow this occasion to pass without offering 
some very necessary criticism of the British Gov- 
ernment and their representatives in Palestine. 

I have felt the blush of shame when going 
around the country and seeing the lack of develop- 
ment in the villages and towns. One almost gets 
the impression that the authorities have no interest 
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in developing the land, and bringing health and 
comfort to the workers of Palestine. 

There is no unemployment benefit and there is 
an absence of health insurance, maternity or clin- 


ical institutions. Roads are in the main in a dis- 
graceful condition and there is an entire absence 
of roads leading to most villages. There have 
been numerous complaints of broken-down bridges 
and lack of bridges but no response to these human 
appeals. 

Why should the workers on the land and indus- 
try be compelled to shoulder the duties of civilized 
government, by being penalized in order to pro- 
vide for every form of medical health service, 
unemployment relief and even sick poor law relief. 
The workers who in the main have no electoral 
rights are the real governmental forces, and there 
is a crying need for the government to shoulder 
the responsibilities of government. The same 
policy of drift and failure to make the necessary 
plans in order to restore peace and happiness to 
Palestine is to be found in almost every action. 

Palestine is a country that is being rapidly 
changed from the conditions of the sixteenth cen- 
tury to the more human and civilized standards of 
the twentieth century. It is being developed and 
rescued by these Jewish workers, many of whom 
have been driven by the Nazi Government to seek 
a haven of rest. They are putting into Palestine 
money and an abundance of energy. The stupidity 
and intolerance of men and women has led to 
tragic extremes in the pogroms and terror. The 
Jews have genius and constructive ability, and are 
in need of a country as a resting place which they 
can call their own, so that they may gather their 
children around them to enjoy life and security. 


Palestine is in need of such men and women, and 
instead of driving or keeping them out of the coun- 
try I say, send into Palestine unlimited numbers of 
Jews so that they bring their power and culture 
in order to bring civilization to the poor Arab and 
show him and his women and children the way to 
a higher and nobler life. 


There is plenty of room for both races, and they 
can unite in a bond of friendship and progress. If 
there are some persons in high positions who at- 
tempt to throw them against each other in bloody 
struggle, then let the law operate against those 
individuals in a just but stern manner. 

I am delighted to have had the honor of bring- 
ing friendly greetings from the Independent La- 
bour Party to the workers of Palestine and I have 
gained in friendship and knowledge during this 
visit. We go back to tell what we saw and if any 
person doubts the wisdom of our decisions, let 
them visit Palestine and they will say .as we say, 
“Let peace, unity and progress continue in Pales- 
tine.” 

Joun McGovern. 
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In Memoriam: To a Working Girl 


MiA%4 arranged it all. Had it not been for 


Maya the teacher, Saida would have died on 
the floor in the one room hut beside her younger 
sister and brother, and might have infected them 
and the whole neighborhood with epidemic menen- 
gitis. As it is, she died in the Government Hos- 
pital in Jaffa. Until weeks later, no one was sent 
by the Government to disinfect the hut; yet no 
other child was taken ill; all remained as it was; 
thank God for that. An evil eye fell upon Saida 
and she sickened and died. She is missing from 
the hut and from the neighborhood, but that 
changes little. Day by day her mother goes out to 
work to support the other two children, herself 
and “the third of a husband.” After all, Saida 
was self supporting: she worked. 

Two years ago, Saida being then six years old, 
her parents came from Yemen to Palestine. As is 
the custom in that country, where Jews have lived 
among Arabs since the days of Solomon or of Ze- 
dekiah, Saida’s father married three wives and 
brought them all with him to the Land of Promise. 
The first had no children. He says of her: “She 
didn’t give me anything.” The second had three 
living children, and so had the third, of whom 
Saida was the eldest. All three wives work to sup- 
port him. He does little save to move from one 
of the three huts to another and to study the Holy 
Book. The three wives live in peace; they are too 
busy to quarrel, and they hardly ever see one 
another. 

Saida learned to speak Hebrew from the other 
children in the village of Rehoboth where they set- 
tled, and as soon as her little hands were strong 
enough to wash dishes and scrub floors, she too 
went out to work. Her father sent her. You may 
ask, where could he send her to work? Who 
would employ her? I will tell you who: One of 
the teachers of the village school. Rehoboth is a 
Jewish agricultural village settled fifty years ago, 
which now has several thousand inhabitants, immi- 
grants from eastern Europe and recently from 
Germany, most of them well educated and a few 
of them fairly well-to-do. Orange groves, where 
many Arabs and Jews are employed, are the chief 
source of income for those who have a noticeable 
one. And one of the conéomitants of such an in- 
come is a servant girl. In Europe servant girls do 
not go out to work at the age of eight; but in Re- 
hoboth they do. Yemenite Jews do not educate 
their women; they consider it immodest for a girl 
to be able to read: Women were created for child- 
bearing and for drudgery. The British Govern- 
ment of Palestine, which has passed laws against 
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child labor in factories and shops, dared not touch 
the sacred precincts of farm and household. Nor 
has it yet seen its way clear to pass compulsory 
education laws. Who would not take advantage 
of such attractive possibilities! For about half a 
pound a month—$2.50—and sometimes for even 
less, you can get a little girl to work who really 
knows how. A grown girl or woman would cost 
two or three times as much and couldn’t do so very 
much more. The school teacher, who is an excel- 
lent teacher, especially of the Bible, has small 
children of his own. Saida was a capable little 
thing; she could watch the baby and be trusted; she 
could wash diapers and dishes and scrub floors and 
even press simple household linens. Since she 
worked for a teacher, who was more considerate 
than most people, she worked only eight hours a 
day, only from six to a little after two; so that she 
could even find time to attend the afternoon school 
for Yemenite girls which Maya and her friends 
have founded in the Yemenite Quarter. There 
one could learn reading and writing and adding 
and sewing; and even basket-making and garden- 
ing from a man teacher who helped Maya. 

Had it not been for Maya, you would never 
have heard of Saida at all. She might have lived 
her eight years and died, and the world would 
have been no wiser and no better. It was only six 
weeks before she died, in mid-winter, that Saida 
began visiting the school. She entered the first 
grade, where most of the little girls did not yet go 
to work. As usual, Maya tried to persuade her to 
give up her job. 

“O no!’ said Saida. ‘We all work, so I must 
work too. Everybody works.” She did not add, 
“except Father.” s 

Most of the Yemenites are very dark, with 
either straight or waving black hair, cherry eyes 
and bronze skin. It may be that their association 
with European Jews in Palestine has awakened the 
longing to be white, to be blond; or it may be a 
deeper human striving for the light. Once, when 
Maya was to bring a physican to the school to ex- 
amine the girls, they objected because, as they said, 
“he will think we are dirty because we are so 
dark.” Saida was tawny blond. Among the 
Arabs, too, these rare creatures occur, reversions 
to some ancestor whose strange passage through 
the land is long forgotten. Saida’s gray-blue eyes 
shone out from under reddish gold curls almost 
the color of her skin. She was thin and tiny and 
dainty, with the fine hands and feet of all the 
women of her race. Because of her fair coloring, 
her parents took a special pleasure in her. Of all 
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their children, the living and the dead, there was 
no other like her. 

In Maya’s school, too, there was no other like 
her. A delicate thread of strength and uniqueness 
ran through her voice and motions. With avid 
eagerness she began to learn to read and do sums; 
but more than these, the house itself was dear to 
her heart, the pretty school-house with its rose and 
yellow window-hangings and its vases and flower- 
pots painted by the little girls themselves. Mid- 
winter brings forth new wild flowers day after day 
along the roadside, and to Saida they beckoned 
with their bright colors and their clean forms. 
For the picking they were hers to take to school; a 
precious gift without price that she could bring 
where she received so much. Although it was 
after two o’clock and she might miss a little of her 
lesson, she must stop a moment, she must bring a 
bunch of flowers to school. Maya reproached her. 
It was no use. “They are so pretty, I had to bring 
them.” 

But there were other reasons for being late. 
One evening after school when Maya entered the 
shower-room to put things away and close up, she 
found Saida asleep on the hard wooden bench, 
curled up like a Persian kitten. Gently Maya 
lifted her to awaken her. Baby warmth of tired- 
ness emanated from the bare arms and slim shoul- 
ders. ‘“O!” exclaimed Saida, “I was just waiting 
for you to ask you something.” 

“What is it?” 

“Will you please do it, to write a letter to my 
lady and ask her to let me go home a little bit 
before two o’clock, so I can get to school in time ?” 

The note was written and the teacher’s wife 
graciously consented; but still the roadside flowers 
lured Saida and delayed her coming. 

The midwinter festival of Hanuka was celeb- 
rated at the school only a week or so after Saida 
began to attend, so she was too late to be trained 
for a part in it. Nevertheless, she received a 
white dress fo the occasion, a dainty dress with 
little flowers woven into the stuff, and a crown of 
silver paper on her head, and a sash of pale blue 
paper and wreathes of flowers to wear. She look- 
ed into the mirror and said: “It is very becoming,” 
which it was. 

Every little girl that comes to Maya’s school 
looking a bit shabby finds herself, before long, the 
recipient of a dress. Either there is a party, or 
she learns to sew a dress for herself, or through 
some other natural cause she finds herself decently 
clad. The ladies who employ little Yemenite ser- 
vant girls, at a pound or less a month, are in the 
habit of supplying them with clothing. Maya ob- 
jects to this practice, and so do most of the little 
girls. Kadia, for example, when she left her 
place, had to send back -her dresses. They are 
only lent, or given on condition, or given as an ex- 
cuse for not paying more wages. Saida had just 
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started to work; she still wore the long colorless 
slip her mother gave her when they came to Pales- 
tine. So Maya said to her: 

“Your costume is very becoming. 
you so much that I want you to take it home with 
you and wear it every day.” 

“Oh no!” protested Saida. “It belongs to the 


I like it on 


school. I do not want to take it home.” 

“But you shall wear it also to school. 
yours because it looks so well on you.” 

“Oh no! It is not mine. I cannot take it 
home.” 

“But don’t you want to wear it?” 

“Tt is very pretty. I should like to wear it. 
May I wear it in school ?” 

After that, every day when Saida came to school 
after work, she first of all arranged her flowers in 
a vase and then ran to the shower-room to slip off 
her colorless frock and slip on the white flowered 
dress. As her lady now let her off a little before 
two, she did not miss very much of her lesson. 
She ran in, panting and eager, her reddish golden 
curls glued to her forehead of almost the same 
color and her gray eyes large with excitement. 
She learned very fast, as if she were gulping down 
cool water. 

One Thursday afternoon late in January Saida 
did not come to school. It was the first time in 
her six weeks of attendance that she had been ab- 
sent, and Maya knew that something must be 
wrong. So concerned was Maya that she asked 
the man teacher, after the first lesson, to run over 
to Saida’s hut, near by, and see whether she had 
come home from work. He found Saida lying on 
the floor on her straw mat, very ill, all alone. 
Mother had not yet returned from work. He 
called in the good nurse who takes care of every- 
one who falls ill in the Yemenite Quarter, and he 
himself ran to get the doctor. 

What shall I tell you of those last few days? 
There is not much to tell. The mother 
did not want to let them take Saida away 
— well wrapped up in blankets and so light 
to carry — in the taxicab to the Govern- 
ment Hospital. Clinging to her child’s little bare 
feet, she cried aloud: ‘‘Let her stay here, the nurse 
will come to visit her while I work!” But the 
physician was firm; menegitis, he said, is conta- 
gious. This the mother could not understand; her 
diagnosis was simple and needed no physician: 
Saida had come under the influence of an evil eye. 
It was not the first time such things happened. 
God is good; God gives but he also takes away. 

The taxi-cab bore Saida to the strange hospital ; 
there she lay for more than two weeks, conscious 
and patient. Maya took her mother to visit her; 
it was the first time since Saida’s mother came to 
Palestine that she had seen the big city of Tel 
Aviv, and when she found herself in the labyrinth 
of streets and houses, she asked excitedly : “Where 


It is 
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are we?” Maya took her in a taxi from Tel Aviv 
to Jaffa, and together they spent the short visiting 
hour by Saida’s little bed. The bright curls had 
been cropped close, the little face had lost its 
brightness, but Saida’s gray-blue eyes were wide 
open with bright recognition. When they had to 
part, at the end of the visiting hour, Maya gave 
the mother her fare home, as she had come to Tel 
Aviv without any money. Nor could the mother 
come again, for how was it possible to get away 
with so much work to do! She had to go out day 
by day, washing other people’s clothes so as to 
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provide for her two little children and “‘a third of 
a husband.” 

But Maya went almost daily to visit Saida; went 
whenever there were visiting hours and stayed as 
long as she was permitted. Saida clung to her and 
also asked for the good nurse who takes care of 
everybody that falls ill. She could hardly speak, 
her little hands lay limp and the gray mouth 
moved only to smile waveringly. Yet when she 
could not understand why Maya should leave her 
at the end of the hour, and drew the conclusion 
from experience that Maya was too busy, she 
whispered to her: 

“Bring your book along. You can sit by me and 
read it.” 


Maya was still hoping— there are cases that do 
not end fatally—when she called up the hospital 
one morning to inquire and was told that Saida 
had died during the night. She hurried back to 
Rehoboth, arrived there about ten o’clock, and, 
frightened at the news she had to bring, went to 
search for Saida’s mother. She asked the neigh- 
bors where the mother was working that day, but 
nobody knew. She would not look for the father, 
who had been and might now be cruelly indifferent. 
At last she found an uncle who agreed to go with 
her to bring home the little body. Maya remem- 
bered that she would have to take a dress for 
Saida, so she returned to the little one-room hut, 
but it was locked with a padlock. Maya went to 
the school and took from the shower-room the 
dainty white dress with little flowers woven into 
the stuff, and a white kerchief. Then they rode to- 
gether to Jaffa, to the Government hospital, and 
brought Saida home in a taxi. The little body lay 
in Maya’s arms, wrapped in a sheet, and when the 
auto reached the hut, Maya took Saida and sat 
with her on the door step by the padlocked door, 
waiting for her mother. 

Suddenly Maya remembered how Saida had 
looked into the mirror at her pretty dress and had 
said: “It is very becoming,” which it was. But 
now it was even more becoming. Saida’s face had 
the look of one who has well finished all her work. 
She was very lovely, although the shinning eyes 
were closed and a white kerchief lay folded about 
her tawny forehead where the reddish golden 
curls had shone. 

At last, at six o’clock, the mother returned from 
her work. All the neighborhood was waiting for 
her, not having known where to look for her. 
Maya’s fears were unfounded; there were no re- 
proaches for her who had taken little Saida to the 
hospital. 

Even the father knew what he had lost, al- 
though Saida had not been a boy, and later he said 
to Maya: 

“T loved here above all my children: she was so 
white.” 
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HEN a movement must endure what we 

are now living through in Palestine, it is 
only natural that the weak, the uncertain, the 
overwise and secretly malicious should step for- 
ward and begin to give advice, to propose re- 
forms, to pick flaws, to insult us and give false 
information about us, and to steal a sidewise look 
at us, saying “Well, we (the wiseacres, who were 
never caught in error) foresaw this, we told you 
so.” Into this confusion of feelings and thoughts, 
I should like to bring a bit of clarity and find some 
way for an understanding among all our friends 
in America who are called upon to defend what 
has been created and what is still to be created 
in Palestine. 

The Histadrut is frequently attacked by the 
extreme left and the extreme right and even from 
within because it is so unyielding in demanding 
for itself all the Jewish work in the land. It is 
said that such a demand is un-Socialist, unjustified 
and politically unwise. ‘If you in Palestine fight 
against the Arab worker’, they say, ‘‘and drive 
him away from his job by force, then you are 
really what your enemies call you—an ultra-na- 
tionalistic movement, and the Arabs are right in 
protesting and attacking you in order to defend 
themselves. They are struggling for the bit of 
bread which you want to tear away from them. 
You yourselves are to blame for a situation which 
has been created in the land. You squabble over 
a few days work in an orchard, post pickets, stir 
up trouble that is tactless, aggressive, petty and 
short-sighted. You give the impression of be- 
grudging the miserable, hungry Arab his only 
chance to exist—the free access to work.” 

“And when at the same time you continually 
preach social justice, lofty humane ideals, what 
wonder that impartial public opinion hears you 
with suspicion? And what wonder that the Arabs 
do not trust you and regard you as enemies and 
dangerous competitors? You don’t let your right 
hand know what your left hand is doing. You 
preach one thing and practice the reverse. You 
speak about proletarian solidarity and ask for 
the sympathy and support of international labor. 
But in your own home you post pickets against 
Arab workers and drive them out of their jobs. 
You have segregated yourself like a sect in your 
Histadrut and refuse to admit the Arab who asks 
the grace of working together with you in peace- 
ful and friendly fashion. You are dishonest, and 
therefore do not be astonished if they fear you 
and fight against you. And this is only the begin- 
ning. Now you are still weak and few in number. 





Arab Worker and the Histadrut 
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How will you be when you achieve your desire and 
exceed the Arabs, in number ?” 

A simple Jew listening to these charges loses 
himself. He begins to think the Arabs are right. 
“I would do the same in their place. If the His- 
tadrut uses such methods, then there is a real 
danger. There must be something wrong in Pal- 
estine. We are acting unjustly there. We have 
gone a bit too far. We may be slightly hasty, or 
childish, or thoughtless, even incautious, but cer- 
tainly not honest. We cannot and must not con- 
tinue further in the same way.” 

Listening to this line of thought—like a song 
which begins with a false note and continues 
crescendo, rapidly becoming falser and falser, 
one stands by almost helpless. Just what has 
happened? How is it possible to distort and con- 
fuse so simple, logical and straightforward an 
idea? So plain and inevitable a necessity as our 
“conquest of labor?’ Have the hundred thou- 
sand Jewish workers in Palestine really lost their 
senses? Have they then really embroiled them- 
selves in a struggle with the Arab worker and 
segregated themselves in their Histadrut in op- 
position to all logic and justice? 

Let us see just what “the conquest of labor” 
(Kibbush Haavoda) is? 

It is the principle that all opportunities for 
work which are being created in the Jewish econ- 
omy of Palestine by Jewish national energy must 
belong to the Jewish worker: these chances must 
be utilized for the single purpose of removing as 
many Jews as possible from the captivity of Po- 
land, Germany and Roumania and making it 
economically possible for them to settle in Pal- 
estine. To interpret: 

1. The principle has nothing to do with Arabs. 
It is concerned with new jobs which are created 
by Jewish Zionist activity. 

2. The problem of the conquest of labor is an 
inner-Jewish problem. The discussion is between 
ourselves. We ask the following question: What 
should be the duty of Jewish capital and enterprise 
which enters Palestine? Should we consider this 
immigration a private matter which concerns the 
capitalist alone, or should the capitalist class of 
the Jewish people subordinate itself to the general 
Zionist aim, which is to increase and expand the 
productive and laboring Jewish community in 
Palestine? 

3. We do not consider Jewish life in Palestine 
as forming a static closed society like, for instance, 
the Belgian or the German economy. We say that 
the economy of Eretz Israel is still being created, 
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and built, and that we Jews are the factor build- 
ing all this with the express aim of founding a 
National Home for the working Jewish people. 
The Histadrut is the chief instrument, the greatest 
executive force in this national economic process. 
Its function is to productivize Jewish life in 
Palestine. 

Accepting this point of view, the Histadrut has 
adopted a certain program whose purpose is to 
regulate its activity. The program deals with 
the Arab worker on the following terms: 

“Considering the special functions which the 
Histadrut is called upon to perform in this coun- 
try, it is necessary that Arab workers organize a 
separate national section and carry on their work 
autonomously and freely, in a manner suited to 
their special needs and interests.” 

The two national sections, the Jewish and Arab, 
are united in a common directing body (Brit Poale 
Eretz Israel). We should like to know how mat- 
ters could be arranged in any other way. On the 
one hand there is a stable social organism, the 
Arab working class; on the other hand, there is a 
mobile, dynamic social organism, whose chief 
task is not to remain what it is but to become what 
it is not (to transform the Jewish masses and 
young people into laborers.) This organism has, 
then, pioneering tasks. How could these two 
very different social organisms be contained in one 
organization? Shall we send Arab workers to 
drain swamps for us in the Huleh Valley? The 
Histadrut will send its comrades there regardless 
of the difficult and dangerous conditions. Would 
it be proletarian and honest to send Arab workers 
there too? Would not such action, in time, take 
on the morally corrupt character of exploiting the 
primitive Arab worker, not for his own needs and 
uses, but for purposes in which he personally is 
only indirectly interested. 

Let us take a second example: 

In order to create new chances of work for 
Jews, the Histadrut established a society named 
“Yakhin”. This organization recruits members 
outside of Palestine. Suppose that “Yakhin” has 
succeeded in organizing a group of members in 
America for this purpose and is about to plant 
800 dunam of orchards for them. Thus jobs 
for 100 new workers are created. On this basis 
the Histadrut demands 100 new certificates of the 
Palestine government for its comrades in Poland, 
who have spent a number of years in hakshara 
(training farms) organized and directed by the 
Histadrut. At the same time, however, a num- 
ber of soap factories in Nablus find themselves in 
a bad condition, a condition which we did not cre- 
ate. The factories are primitive and the goods 
are not fit to stand competition. For this reason 


100 Arab workers lose their jobs in Nablus. 
Suppose Arab workers are in the same mixed union 
with us. 


They demand from “Yakhin” the hun- 
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dred jobs which have been’ created for a very 
definite purpose. We must satisfy the demand of 
our Arab comrades. We will not demand any 
certificates. Our comrades in the hakshara places 
won’t come to Palestine. It is clear that the 
matter is no so simple. The policy has brought 
us to an absurd conclusion. 

For we have made a mistake in principle. The 
Histadrut is not only a “union”. To be sure, the 
Histadrut is a union too, but the duties of the His- 
tadrut are much higher and broader than merely 
to improve conditions of labor. The Histadrut is 
the vanguard of the Jewish masses, of the luckless, 
desolate Jewish masses who must and will im- 
migrate into the country in order to build them- 
selves a free and productive life there. The His- 
tadrut is not, therefore, merely a local organiza- 
tion. It is not only the Palestinian workers’ or- 
ganization. It is also, and especially, a Jewish 
workers’ organization in Palestine. It has spe- 
cifically Jewish interests; it has Zionist functions. 
Those who wish to change the form of the His- 
tadrut and make it function as a purely unionizing 
organization—and this cannot be avoided if the 
Histadrut admits Arab workers—want to deprive 
it of its essence. They want to freeze it into the 
narrow confines of a professional union. They 
wish to deprive it of inner dynamism. If they 
should succeed, the Histadrut would become simp- 
ly a trade union federation, that is, it would com- 
mit suicide. 

One hundred thousand Jewish workers and one 
hundred thousand Arab workers in the same union 
—and then what? Then a halt and stagnation. 
Interestingly enough, this is what the Arab effen- 
dis also want. They are willing to have a few 
Jews to teach them how to plant good orchards, 
do good banking business and run industry. They 
are even inclined to work in partnership with 
Jews. Let the Jews help them develop. Those 
who wish to turn the Histadrut into an ordinary 
small union also speak continually of “developing 
the Arabs.” To a certain extent they are both 
right. Jews develop Palestine and raise its stan- 
dard. Just imagine this country without us. Arabs 
do learn from us how to plant orchards and run 
banks. The Jewish workers will certainly help 
awaken the class-consciousness of the Arab work- 
ers. This indeed is a clear part of the Histadrut 
program. And the Histadrut is active in organiz- 
ing the Arab workers so far as objective circum- 
stances permit it. But the central Histadrut ac- 
tivity is not found in this field; it is to be found in 
Jewish life. How can it be otherwise? It is 
therefore no accident and no political maneouver 
when the Histadrut says that Palestinian labor 
must be organized into two national sections. This 
is a vital question for the Histadrut, a central 
point. It expresses clearly and honestly where 
the Histadrut wishes to lead its members and. 
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. what the Histadrut must do. The Histadrut has 
accepted the role of advance guard in the revival 
of a Jewish working people in Palestine. Let no 
one come and complain to us in a tone of wounded 
innocence that for the last ten years there may 
have been an application for membership in the 
Histadrut of some Arab worker, and that the 
Histadrut may have refused to admit him. The 
application may wait ten more years and the 
Histadrut will not be in a position to admit him. 
It acts in accordance with its constitution. Com- 
a rade Remez, a member of the Vaad Hapoel, 
cannot break the rules of the organization of 
which he is secretary. The paragraph concern- 
ing national sections is justified and well-founded. 
It is no secret. Would it not perhaps be more 
honest and more modest if, instead of preaching 
sermons to the Histadrut and giving it lectures 
in proletarian “law’’, the Arab comrade were to 
go to the Arab worker and enlighten him, or- 
ganize him, and on the basis of the rules of the 
Histadrut demand the formation of the Brit Poale 
Eretz Israel? Is not this the correct and the only 
way for the Arab worker who really wants to ally 
himself and work in harmony with the Jewish 
worker ? 


In my illustration I supposed that one hundred 
workers in Nablus were left without jobs. “Ya- 
khin”, I said, cannot employ them. The Jewish 
economy is reserved for the Jewish halutz. But, 
it may be asked, what will become of the hundred 
unemployed Arabs? Is it not in our interest, ts 
it not in our sacred duty to see that they are em- 
ployed? There can be no two opinions about 
this, certainly. But, when the will is ethical and 
clean, reality is much wiser and more just than 
all the sophistries and preachments and wails of 
anguish of irresponsible demagogues. In reality 
Arab economy is so activized by Jewish labor and 
investment that it creates new jobs. I should like 
to cite some figures concerning the chief export 
article of Palestine—the orange: 


In 1932 the Arabs had 74,000 dunam of 
orange groves and the Jews 84,000. In 1933 
the Arabs had 84,000 and the Jews 120,000. In 
1934, the Arabs 115,000 and Jews 150,000. In 
1935, Arabs 135,000 and Jews 165,000. The 
meaning of these figures is quite clear and our 
aspirations and our way are quite obvious. Jn 
the 165,000 dunam of Jewish orange groves, we 
demand work for the Jewish worker. Here we 
wish to control the work, to dictate, to a certain 
extent, conditions of labor, and to regulate it for 
the sake of the Jewish masses who entered the 
land. We must force the Jewish economic sector 
even by picketing, if this will serve the purpose, 
to accomodate itself to the main function for 
which it was created. The new jobs which our 
activity has created in the Arab economy are open 
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to the Arab worker. We have no right to come 
there and discuss our national demands and de- 
sires. There the Arab worker must go. There 
he has the duty of organization. Our duty is 
simply to help him in the work. 


In a land which is in the midst of development, 
and which is called upon to accept large masses 
of immigrants and large sums of capital (in the 
Palestine bank there are now 17,000,000 pounds 
of Jewish capital) it is absurd to talk of un- 
employment anyhow. In Palestine there must 
always be a demand for new workers. There is 
consequently no possibility in this field of ever 
coming into conflict with Arab workers. We come 
into conflicts, and bitter, stubborn conflicts, with 
the Jewish employer. Because we demand a cer- 
tain control over his household, because we say 
that the Histadrut has a voice in the work in his 
enterprise, the Histadrut which represents mil- 
lions of povery-stricken Jews and Jews who are 
looking for work. The Histadrut will continue 
to carry on its internal Jewish battle with all its 
strength. This battle is called the conquest of 
labor, not taking away work from the Arab, but 
winning, work from the Jewish employer. Con- 
quest of labor is a just and honest principle. It 
leads to our main purpose, to Aliya, to Jewish 
immigration, to the creation and building up of a 
Jewish working people in its historic land. 
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The Bible Is Our Mandate’ 


PALESTINE ROY AL COMMISSION 
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(49th meeting: public) 
PRESENT: The Rt. Hon. Earl Peel, G.C.S.1., G.B.E. 
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The Rt. Hon. Sir Horace George Montague 
Rumbold, Bt., G.C.B., G.C.M.G., M.V.O. 
(Vice-Chairman). 
Sir Egbert Laurie Lucas Hammond, K.CS.1., 
C.B.E. 
Sir William Morris Carter, C.B.E. 
Sir Harold Morris, M.B.E., K.C. 
Professor Reginald Coupland, C.1.E. 
Mr. ]. M. Martin (Secretary). 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr. P. G. Heathcoat-Amory. 
Mr. L. Andrews, O.B.E. 
WITNESS: Mr. David Ben-Gurion, 
Chairman of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine. 


EVIDENCE OF DAVID BEN-GURION 


Chairman: You have sent us in a precis of the points 
upon which you wish to address us. e first one is the 
attitude of Zionism towards the Arabs. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you have put under that the meaning of the 
Jewish Home. Would you like to make your statement on 
those lines? 

A. When I received the invitation to give evidence I was 
rather embarassed. I know I have very little to add to the 
comprehensive evidence given by the representatives of the 
Jewish Agency, especially Dr. Weizmann, therefore, I want 
to limit myself to a few fundamental questions which have 
arisen during this Enquiry. A great deal was heard about 
the benefit which had accrued to this country from Jewish 
work, the improvement of agriculture in Palestine, the pro- 
vision of more work, better sanitary conditions, better edu- 
cation, and so on. It is not the virtue of the Jews that 
brought this about and brought benefit to the country, but 
it is inherent in our work. Our aim cannot be accom- 

lished in ralestine without a creative, constructive work, 
in agriculture, industry, education, etc. The welfare of the 
whole country is our deep concern, for moral, economic and 
litical grounds. But I want to remove a possible misun- 
ding which may arise in such a discussion. The 
benefit which is accruing to the country from our work is 
not the reason and the justification of our being here and of 
the Jewish National Home. We are here in our own right. 
We regard the Jewish National Home as an end in itself. 
We claim to be here and to assure our future here because it 
is our own right and it is justified in itself whether it bene- 
fits others or not. 

Q. When you say whether it benefits others, do you mean 
whether it benefits the other side? 

A. It is not in order to benefit others. I say that it is a 
fact that it must benefit others because it is a creative work. 

Q. You say it must? 

A. Yes, in its nature it must benefit the whole country, 
otherwise we cannot be here. 

Sir Horace Rumbold: But the benefits conferred on the 
other race are incidental to the establishment of the Home? 

A. Yes, it is not the main purpose and our own work is 
in itself its own justification. 

Sir Laurie Hammond: 1 understand Mr. Ben Gurion to 
say they are not here as philanthropists but as of right. 

A. Yes, Sir. It is an end in itself and we regard our- 





selves, the Jewish people, as entitled to live and to be free 
for our own sakes. Our right in Palestine is not derived 
from the Mandate and the Balfour Declaration. It is prior 
to that. I believe it was said by the Chairman of the Royal 
Commission or perhaps one of his colleagues that the Man- 
date is your Bible. 

Chairman: Did I ever go as far as that? 

A. It may be that it was one of your colleagues. We 
should be glad to hear you say it, but I say on behalf of the 
Jews that the Bible is our Mandate, the Bible which was 
written by us, in our own language, in Hebrew, in this very 
country. That is our Mandate. Our right is as old as the 
Jewish people. It was only the recognition of this right 
which was expressed in the Balfour Declaration and the 
Mandate. It is stated in the Mandate that it recognizes the 
right of the Jewish people to reconstruct their national 
hom 


e. 
Professor Coupland: In the Preamble? 
A. In the Preamble. It is not a new thing. It is not the 

establishment of a new historical fact. 

Chairman: You think it is, in fact, stated more clearly in 
the Bible, than in the Mandate? 

A. I say it is more strong and it was recognized in the 
Mandate that our right was not created in 1917 or 1932. 
It was recognized that we had a historical connection with 
Palestine and there are also other grounds for reconstituting 
and reestablishing our national home and not merely estab- 
lishing a new thing, only reestablishing a thing which we 
had, which we held, and which was our own during the 
whole history of the Jewish people. 

Sir Horace Rumbold: The right derived from the Bible, 
would not that take you as far as the reconstitution of the 
Jewish national state? 

A. I will come to that later. I am not a lawyer and I do 
not wish to speak in legal terms. I will speak in terms of 
common sense and of history. I say we are here as of right 
and I believe all these peoples, first of all the British people 
and then other European nations and the United States of 
America which endorsed the action of Great Britain, for 
them too, the Jewish national home was an end in itself. 
It was not in order that the Jews should benefit Palestine, 
but it was to solve the Jewish problem. It was to remove a 
grievance, a historical grievance of the Jewish people 
against the whole Christian world for many centuries. 
There were attempts, very worthy and sincere attempts, by 
civilized peoples during the last century to remove the 
grievance of the Jewish people, their persecutions and their 
sufferings, by giving them equal rights in England and 
France and other countries, but it proved to be no solution 
because it did not take away the root of our troubles and 
the root is that we are in every country a minority at the 
mercy of the majority. This majority may treat us rightly 
and fairly as in England and in France, and it may be 
otherwise as in Germany, but we are always at the mercy 
of others. 

Q. I do not want to interrupt you, but this has all been 
fully stated by Dr. Weizmann. 

A. I said at the beginning I did not want to repeat what 
he said, but I only wish to make clear this point that we are 
here of our own right and for ourselves although we are 
benefitting the country. We do not intend to create in Pal- 
estine the same intolerable position for the Jews as in all 
other countries. It means a radical change for the Jewish 
people, otherwise there is no need for a national home. It 
is not to give the Jews equal rights in Palestine. It is to 
change their position as a people. I want to say one word 
on why we are here in Palestine. It is not because we once 
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conquered Palestine. Many people have conquered a coun- 
try and lost it and they have no claim to that country, but 
here we are for two reasons unprecedented in history. The 
first is this: Palestine is the only country in the world that 
the Jews, not as individuals but as a nation, as a race, can 
regard as their own country, as their historic Homeland, 
and the second reason is, there is no other nation—I do not 
say population, I do not say sections of a people—there is 
no other race or nation as a whole which regards this coun- 
try as their own Homeland. All the inhabitants of Pales- 
tine are children of this country, and have full rights in 
this country, not only as citizens but as children of this 
Homeland, but they have it in their capacity as inhabitants 
of this country. We have it as Jews, as children of the 
Jewish people whether we are here already or whether we 
are not here yet. When the Balfuor Declaration was made 
there were 60,000 Jews here. It was not only the right of 
those 60,000. Now we are 400,000 and it is not only the 
right of those 400,000. It is because we are the children 
of the Jewish people, and it is the only homeland of the 
Jewish people, that we have rights in this country. We are 
returning to Palestine and we gladly and without qualifica- 
tion admit one very essential limit—and that limit is the 
rights of the inhabitants of Palestine not to be injured; no- 
thing shall be taken away from them which they need for 
their existence and for their well-being. We come to add, 
not to take away. We come to create. We may and we 
will come and we are entitled to come as long as the Jewish 
problem is not solved, as long as there is need for Jews to 
come to Palestine and there is a place for them in Palestine 
without displacing others. We are not buying a national 
home; we are not conquering it. We are recreating it. 
This is the great importance which Jewish labor and self- 
work play in our national movement. As a child cannot 
be bought of another woman, a mother must give birth to 
her child, so the people must give birth to, must create by 
its own effort, by its own work, its country, its homeland. 
That is why we insist that our work in Palestine, the fields 
which we are ploughing, the factories in which we are 
working, the houses we are living in, must all be done by 
ourselves, otherwise we shall not be entitled to call it ours, 
ours in the sense in which a people calls a land its own 
land. Now I come to the question of Sir Horace. If Pal- 
estine is our country, it is not to the exclusion of those who 
are born here and have no other homeland, and we can 
come in without any limit except the limit not to displace 
the existing inhabitants. It means a complete solution of 
the Jewish problem. It means making the Jewish people 
masters of their own destiny as any other free independent 
soe Then why a national home and not a Jewish state? 
metimes it is also asked why does it say “in Palestine” 
and not “Palestine as a national home”. First of all, I 
would say that in the program of our movement when it 
was first formulated—not created, for it existed throughout 
our history—but when it was first politically formulated at 
the first Zionist Congress in Basle in 1897, we used almost 
the same words as we used in the Balfour Declaration “to 
create in Palestine a homeland for the Jewish people”. It 
was formulated in the German language, ‘“Heimstaette”’. 

Q. That does not mean homeland. 

A. A home secured by public law, a home for the Jewish 
people in Palestine. Heimstaette is a peculiar word in Ger- 
man. 

Sir Horace Rumbold: You can speak of “ein Heim” in 
German and it is the equivalent of an English “home”. 

A. I say that we used the expression at that time “in Pal- 
estine”. We did not say “Palestine as a national home”. 
We did not say to make in Palestine a Jewish State. We 
did not say it at that time and we do not say it now, and I 
will tell you why. There are three reasons. Our aim is to 
make the Jewish people master of its own destiny, not sub- 
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ject to the will and mercy of others, as any other free 

ple. But it is not part of our aim to dominate anybody 
else... If Palestine were an empty country we could say a 
Jewish state because the Jewish state would not concern 
others. But there are other inhabitants in Palestine who 
are here and we do not want to be at the mercy of others, 
they have a right not to be at the mercy of the Jews. It 
may be the Jews would behave better, but they are not 
bound to believe in our goodwill. A state may imply, 
though not necessarily, it may imply—since there are two 
nationalities—domination of others, the domination by the 
Jewish majority of the minority, but that is not our aim. It 
was not our aim at that time and it is not our aim now. 

Sir Laurie Hammond: Not your aim to dominate? 


A. Not our aim to dominate anybody else but to be free 
ourselves. Not to be dependent upon others and not to 
dominate others. 

Chairman: That is why you want a Mandate to keep you 
out of temptation? 

A. No, we said that before there was a question of a 
Mandate; it was before the war, in 1897. This was the 
formula we used. I am explaining why. 

Q. I follow. 

A. Because we take into consideration the fact that there 
are non-Jews in Palestine and it was not our aim and we do 
not need to dominate them. A state may imply a wish to 
dominate a minority, the wish to dominate others. The 
second reason is that a state means a separate political en- 
tity not attached to any other state-unit. A Jewish National 
Home may also mean that, but not necessarily so. On the 
contrary, we should like this country to be attached to a 
greater unit, a unit that is called the British Commonwealth 
of Nations. For the solution of the Jewish problem, for our 
free national future, it is not necessary that Palestine should 
constitute a separate state and we should be only too glad if 
in the future when the Jewish National Home is fully es- 
tablished Palestine shall be eternally and completely free, 
but that it should be a member of a greater unit, that is, the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. There is a third reason 
why we do not use the formula of a Jewish state. There 
are Holy Places in Palestine which are holy to the whole 
civilized world and we are unwilling and it is not in our in- 
terest that we should be made responsible for them. We 
recognize that they should be placed under a higher super- 
vision, under some international control, or a Mandatory or 
some other international body, as is laid down in the Man- 
date. There are three reasons why we do not use this term, 
which may be misunderstood, but otherwise there is no dif- 
ference between a national home for the Jewish people and 
what is ordinarily meant by a Jewish state, except that there 
is one advantage in a national home. There is something 
more in a national home for the Jewish people than in a 
Jewish state and I will show you what it is. If we say Jew- 
ish state, if these three reasons did not exist—it is an empty 
country, and we do not want to be attached to a greater 
political unit, and there are no Holy Places—and we said a 
Jewish state, it would be less than a national home to the 
Jewish people. Why? A Jewish states as in the case of 
any other state would mean the sovereignty of the people 
of that state at any given time. They may decide without 
giving any reasons who shall or shall not come into that 
state. But when Great Britain and all other European 
Powers recognized the right of the Jewish people as a 
whole to return to their country and to reconstitute their 
national home here, it was the right of all the Jews—not 
only the Jews who happened to be here when the Jewish 
state might be ready and they might refuse arbitrarily to let 
in other Jews. There is no such right. The Palestinian 
Jews, however numerous they may be and however they 
may by virtue of their numbers dominate the country, have 
no right to refuse to admit other Jews as long as there is a 
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place in this country. A national home for the Jewish 
people is, in that respect, a much larger conception than a 
Jewish state. 


Sir Horace Rumbold: You mean there might come a 
moment when if there was a Jewish national state they 
might say we have enough people here, we do not want 
more of you? 


A. Yes, without giving any reason for it, but they can- 
not do it, when there is a national home for the Jewish 
people. 

Chairman: They would have the power without giving 
reasons for it. 

A. While this Home is maintained by international law 
they must give reasons for it, even if it were a Jewish Gov- 
ernment they must give reasons. They would not be able 
to refuse arbitrarily other Jews because it is the right of 
every Jew all over the world. It means that the size of the 
national home is in no way related to the number of people 
who are in Palestine. It is related to the things, to the need 
of the Jewish people in the world, how many Jews are in 
need to return to Palestine, and it is related to the objective 
possibilities of Palestine. As long as there is a Jew in the 
world who must come back and is willing to come back and 
as long as a place can be made for him without displacing 
one of those already here, he can come here. Only these 
two considerations may, according to our view, determine 
the size of the Jewish National Home. It may be said that 
this need is a new one, the need for a large return of Jews 
to Palestine, that it is a novel fact created by the present 
conditions in Germany, Poland, and so on. That is not 
correct historically. As far back as the first Zionist Con- 
gress and at all the subsequent Congresses before the wart 
the main feature of our Congresses was a report on the ter- 
rible position of the Jews in a great number of countries. 
The menace to the Jews, even in countries where they en- 
joyed equal rights, was always taken into consideration by 
the pre-war Congresses. Their main feature was an ad- 
dress on the Jewish position in the world by the famous 
Jewish writer Max Nordau. In 1902 a Royal Commission 
was set up.in England to examine the question of alien im- 
migration and Dr. Herzl was invited to give evidence be- 
fore that Commission. That was our first contact with a 
British Royal Commission in the history of our Movement. 
He said at that Commission which was in 1902, and you 
will find it in a Command Paper: “The solution of the Jew- 
ish difficulty is the recognition of the Jews as a people and 
the finding by them of a legally-recognized home, to which 
Jews in those parts of the world in which they are op- 
pressed would naturally migrate.” And when the offer was 
made by Mr. Chamberlain at that time to settle Jews in 
Uganda, it was also not meant as a spiritual center. Ugan- 
da cannot be meant as a spiritual center for the Jews, but it 
was meant as a place to which Jews who were unable to re- 
main where they were could come. Then when the Balfour 
Declaration was made, one of the authors of the Balfour 
Declaration and a Member of the War Cabinet, General 
Smuts, before the new immigration started after the War, 
made a declaration, “I have no doubt in my mind that al- 
though I may not live to see the day when the whole of 
Israel will return to Palestine, yet more and more it will be- 
come the national home of the Jewish people. From those 
“sod of the world where the Jews-are oppressed and un- 

ppy, where they are not welcomed by the rest of the 
Christian population, from those parts of the world you 
will get an ever-increasing stream of immigrants to Pales- 
tine.” That was said in 1919. 

Q. We have had a deal of evidence about what 
General Smuts said, and that kind of thing. I do not want 
to check you. 

A. I have finished with that point. 
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Q. Compatibility of Jewish and Arab national aspira- 
tions. 


A. I am coming to that. This has a bearing on the ques- 
tion of our attitude to our Arab neighbors. We never ig- 
nored the existence of the non-Jewish population. We 
never ignored the existence of the Arab national movement. 
We believe, and what we have done up to now in Palestine 
has proven our belief to be true, that our work in Palestine, 
which was undertaken for the salvation of the Jewish 
people will, by its inherent nature, be of great benefit not 
only to the non-Jewish population of Palestine, but to the 
neighboring countries and to the whole of the Near East. 
We welcome the fact that the people of Iraq, of Egypt, and 
now of Syria have attained their independence, not only on 
moral grounds, not only because we are Zionists, and so we 
appreciate a national movement and are able to respect it 
and to sympathize with it, but also from a deeper sense of 
self-interest. In order to have a national home we must 
have a very strong and numerous Jewish community in Pal- 
estine. I am not able to say how many we shall have in the 
future, and it is essential for our existence and for our de- 
velopment that the countries around us should be happy 
and developed and prosperous. We believe the benefit we 
are conferring on the country—and it is only necessary to 
take a short tour of Palestine to see the benefit of the Jews 
to the whole country—will also accrue to those peoples in 
the neighboring countries to Palestine who are now achiev- 
ing their independence. It is unfortunate that here among 
our Arab neighbors there is only a political national move- 
ment. I am not blaming anybody, I have no right to blame 
anybody; every people has the right to arrange its own 
movement as it likes, but there is a very essential difference 
between our national movement and the national movement 
of the Arabs here. Our movement is mainly constructive. 
We are not engaged in agitation, but in creative work. We 
had to do it in order to achieve our aim; we had to reclaim 
the land, to increase its productivity, build cities and fac- 
tories, create artistic and scientific institutions, and so on. 
Our Arab neighbors were engaged in their work, in purely 
. work. Now we are happy to see that our neigh- 

ors in Syria, Iraq and in Egypt, having achieved their in- 
dependence, cannot now blame a foreign Government for 
their troubles, and they also are facing constructive prob- 
lems. They are now responsible for their own country and 
for their own people, and they cannot put the blame on the 
British or on the French, but they have themselves to solve 
their own problems, and they will have also to engage in 
the same constructive work as we are doing here. I believe 
that they, and after them our Arab neighbors in Palestine, 
also will more cs oa the beneficial nature of our con- 
structive work and they will see that, not only is there no 
conflict of interests between the Jewish people as a whole 
and the Arab people as a whole, but that their interests are 
complementary. We need each other. We can benefit each 
other. I have no doubt that at least our neighbors around 
us in Syria, Iraq and Egypt will be the first to recognize that 
fact and, from them this consciousness will also spread in 
Palestine amongst our Arab neighbors here, because there is 
no essential conflict. We have never had a quarrel with the 
Arabs on our side, neither with the Arabs in Palestine nor 
the Arabs in other countries. We came to this country with 
the consciousness that, besides saving ourselves and freeing 
and liberating our own people, we had also a great civiliz- 
ing task to achieve here, and that we could be of great help 
to our Arab neighbors here and in the surrounding coun- 
tries, and I believe we have proved it by our work. The 
stronger we get, the greater our community becomes in Pal- 
estine, the greater our colonization work, the more devel- 
oped our scientific institutions become, the more will be 
recognized by our neighbors abroad and here the blessing 
of our work and the mutual interest which exists historically 
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between the Jewish people which is returning to its coun- 
try, with the tradition of European culture, with the bless- 
ing of European culture, and the Arab peoples around us 
who also want to achieve, not only formal political inde- 
pendence, but are also interested in achieving an economic, 
intellectual, spiritual and cultural renaissance, and it is our 
belief that a great Jewish community, a free Jewish nation 
in Palestine, with a large scope for its activities, will be of 
great benefit to our Arab neighbors, and from the recogni- 


SONG OVER PALESTINE 


OST of the songs summarized in the following col- 
lection* are the actual creations of certain Halutzim 
who are composing the most popular song music of Pal- 
estine. These are Zaira, Fatalsky, Gurachov and Matith- 
yahu Weiner, the Shepherd of Beth Alpha. The most 
distinguishing features of the modern Palestine songs are 
not yet to be found in the melodies, but rather in the 
rhythms, tonalities and texts. 

Almost all of the songs contain rhythmic features which 
are buoyant, moving, enthusiastic and in some cases in- 
dividual. This is indeed a welcome and new characteristic 
in the Jewish folk song as compared with the monotonous 
and imitated rhythms of most of the songs of the Galut. 
Then again the tonalities are in almost all cases bright, in 
contrast to the depressing minors of the old ghetto song. 
The texts when compared to the old exile songs will be 
found to be entirely different in character. They are full 
of enthusiasm and idealism, and no longer speak of want- 
ing to do, but of actual doing. 

The melodies continue to shape their physiognomies 
according to three melodic sources found in Palestine: 
Arabic, Yemenite, and Jewish-liturgical. Definite new 
melodic contours appear here and there, but more definite 
melodic development will most likely come within another 
generation. hen that new phenomenon arrives, then 
too, with it, will appear the clarification of an individual 
Jewish harmonic scheme, with which Jewish musicians 
have been experimenting during the last decade. 

Dr. Shalom Spiegel edited the summaries of the song- 
texts which follow. ; 

A. W. BINDER 


SUMMARIES OF SONGS 


1. MI YIVNE (Who Will Build?) 
Composer: Nardi, Author: Levin-Kipnis 

The Halutzim are ready for any work which may 
be necessary in Palestine. If there is a house to be 
built in Tel Aviv, they will do it. Just give them 
bricks and mortar! Are there fields to sow in Tel- 
Hai? Where are the seeds? The Halutzim are 
right on the job. And if you want grape vines, the 
Halutzim are prepared to plant beautiful vine- 
yards in the fertile earth of Rishon. Is it an orange 
grove (pardes) you wish, full of bright golden 
oranges? ‘“‘Let’s have the small orange shrubs 
from the tree nursery”, say the inexhaustible Halu- 
tzim, “we'll plant plenty of beautiful groves in the 
colony of Rechovot!”’ 

2. ELIEZER v’RIVKAH (Eliezer and Rebecca) 
Composer: Gurachov, Author: Levin-Kipnis 
This song deals with the biblical story of Rebecca 
at the well. 


* Palestine In Song (Eretz-Israel Bashir): A collection of new 
Palestinian songs, collected, noted, edited and arranged by A. W. 
Binder. Copyrght 1937 by Henry Lefkowitch, New York, and 
parts here reproduced by special permission. 
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tion of this fact will come a lasting peace and lasting coop- 
eration between the peoples. 

Chairman: 1 understand you wish to make some further 
points in a private sitting. 

A. Yes. 

(The public sitting of the Commission was adjourned) 

We offer this record of spoken testimony to our readers 
as a document, without any changes in the official text 
received by Jewish Frontier. 


ELIEZER: Fair maiden with beautiful eyes, let me 
drink from your pitcher. 

REBECCA: Drink, my Lord, my pitcher is for you. 
I shall also water your camels... . 

ELIEZER: Tell me, who are you, brave girl? 
Where may one rest overnight? 

REBECCA: I am Rebecca, we have a house and 
straw and plenty of fodder (for the camels) too. 

ELIEZER: Good grace to you fair maiden for the 
drink. Here are golden earrings for your ears 
and bracelets for your hands. 

3. SALEINU AL KTEFAYNU (Oxr Baskets On Our 
Shoulders) 

Composer: Gurachov, Author: Levin-Kipnis 

Bringing the offering of first fruits to the.Temple in 

Jerusalem, now for the Jewish National Fund in Haifa. 

Our baskets on our shoulders our heads adorned. 


From all ends of the land have we come, from 
Judah and Samaria, from the Emek and Galilee. 
Clear the way for us, for new fruits we bring. 
Strike up the drum as well as the flute! 
4. SHIRAT HASHOMER (The Song of the Watchman) 
Composer: Zaita, Author: Sheinberg 
1. Mi Yivne P 
(Who Will Build ?) 


Collected, edited and arranged 7 
A. W. BINDER 






Allegro vigoroso 
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DESIGNED TO BE READ AS LIVING LITERATURE 
The KING JAMES VERSION of the Old and New Testaments 


but in a new form, 


more readable than any edition ever published 
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IME and again through- 
out your life, if you are 
the average intelligent 
reader, you have prom- 
ised to give yourself the 
final enjoyment of “‘real- 
ly reading the Bible.” 
Yet, somehow you have 
never done so. This is 
common experience, and it is an enigma. The ex- 
planation, without question, is that the form in 
which the Bible is commonly presented to us 
as readers, instead of helping, throws up con- 
stant obstacles to its being read with genuine 
pleasure, enjoyment and full understanding. 


A Bible at Last You Will Read 

This new edition of the Bible has been pre- 
pared with this lamentable state of facts in mind. 
The Old and New Testaments are here presented 
with scrupulous fidelity to the time-honored King 
James Version, with all its matchless beauty of 
language. But, 4 totally new editorial arrange- 
ment and typographical form have been devised. 

The type, for instance, is almost twice as large 
as this. The pages are set in a single column easy 
for the eye, instead of in two columns of small 
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The most important book in the world, which a hundred times 
you have promised yourself to read through—and never have! 


type, as in most Bibles. This practical typograph- 
ical difference, however, while important, is 
almost the least of the improvements. The chief 
difference is a matter of editorial presentation. 


Prose Printed as Prose, Verse as Verse 


The varied material in the Bible is presented 
as it was originally written. Where it is a prose 
legend or historical narrative, it is printed as 
prose; but where a book was written as verse, 
perhaps handed down as a chant like the poems 
of Homer, it is printed as verse. Where it was 
written as a drama, it is printed as drama, with 
lists of characters. 


One Thing Left—To Read the Bible 


Thirty-five years ago that great Biblical 
scholar, Professor Richard G. Moulton, said of 
the Scriptures: ““We have done almost everything 
that is possible with these writings. We have 
overlaid them, clause by clause, with exhaustive 
commentaries . . . There is yet one thing left to 
do with the Bible; simply to read it.” 

This edition of the Bible is designed for that 
purpose. May you at last, as you have long 
wanted to, enjoy it! 
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HERE is no reader of this magazine who would not find it 
in many ways to his advantage to subscribe to the service of 
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The night watchman is on duty, guarding the fields 
of crops and the houses of the sleeping colonists. 
“My step strikes, in the stillness of the night. 
Somewhere in the distance, a fox cries. 

Give heed and listen, watchman of Israel! Look, 
yet a while and dawn will shine. 

Storm (wind) rustles, my eye-is awake. The 
workers sleep, in calm and peace.” 


5. SHIRAT HECHALIL (The Song of the Shepherd’s 
Flute) 
Composer: Zaita, Author: Sheinberg 

The Shepherd in Palestine sings a song: Here do 
I play upon my flute in the silence of the night. 
May man, as well as my flock, hear this song of 
mine. A young goat wandered away from its flock, 
and came to me. It rubbed its head against my 
tent. Have mercy, brother, is there room for a 
stray kid? 
A maiden left the city, quite alone, quite alone. 
Softly she knocks at my sleeping heart: Have mercy, 
brother, is there room for a stray kid? 


6. ANI ME-AYELET (I Come from the Town of 
Ayelet) 
Composer: Fatalsky 

People representing different parts of Palestine 
bring their first offerings (bikurim) to the Shevu- 
oth festival celebration. The one from Ayelet is a 
shepherd who has brought his choicest kid as an 
offering. The farmer from Nahalal brings the 
first fruits and vegetables which his labors in the 
fields have produced. The wine growers from 
Rishon offer clusters of their best vintages, as in 
the days of old, two carrying one cluster upon a 
staff. (Numbers 13:23). Everyone, from what- 
ever section of the Land he may be, joyously pre- 
sents his first offering. 


7. KUMAH ECHAH (Arise, brother . . . Hora-dance) 
Composer: Fatalsky, Author: Sheinberg 
Arise brother, circle round, do not tarry. Once 
again! There is no beginning nor is there an end. 
Hand in hand, do not let go. The day has set, and 
will shine again. Let us join, brother to brother 
from village and city, with sickle and plummet. 


8. ZAMMERI LI (Yemenite Song—'Sing to Me’’) 
Folk Song 

The Jews of Yemen (in South Arabia) suffer much 
misery, and their fondest hope is to settle in Pales- 
tine: “Sing to me, my dear dove, sing me of joy 
from Yemen.” (The dove croons in reply): “If 
one could but go up, go up, eastward to Zion; 
eastward to Zion!” 


9. L’'CHU V’NIVNEH (Come Let Us Build .. .) 

Composer: Zaita, Author: Sh’monovitz 
The builders of modern Palestine recall and repeat 
the works and words of the returning exiles from 
Babylon (Nehemia 4:16). “Come let us build the 
wall of Jerusalem, and let us no longer be to shame. 
The night will be for watching and the day for 
work.” 


10. ALI B’AYR (Spring Up, O Well...) 
Composer: Levin, Author: Bailik 
Echoing the song of Israel in the wilderness, on 
the border of Moab (Number 21:17), the greatest 
Hebrew poet of the modern era. Chayim Nahman 
Bialik, lets the modern Halutz sing while he waters 
his ~—. “Spring up, O well; Spring uP. and 
pour golden water into this pitcher. I have a 
sheep, young and tender, 2 little thirsty sheep. It 
will drink from the waters of this pitcher.” 





11. HAG HA-OR (The Holiday of Light) 


Composer: Chitrik, Author: Levin-Kipnis 
Palestinian school children are celebrating the Feast 
of Lights—Chanukah. With candles in their hands 
they walk in twos and fours and eights, joy in their 
hearts and song upon their lips: A feast it is, a 
merry feast of light! Let’s banish darkness, and 
cheer the world with light! 


12. MI Y’MALLEL? (Who Can Recount?) 


Folk Song 
A Chanukah song, sung in a round. “Who can 
recount the brave deeds of Israel? In every gen- 
eration a hero arises, a saviour of his people. Hark! 
In those olden days, at this season, Maccabeus de- 
livered a nation. In our days—the whole people 
of Israel will rise and in unity redemption fod : 


13. KI TAVOU EL HA-ARETZ (When Ye Come Into 


the Land) 


Composer: Weiner, Author: Weiner 


This song is founded, like many other Palestinian 
songs, upon a quotation from the Bible. “When ye 
come into the land”, and plant all kinds of trees, 
and each tree will give forth its fruit, then ye shall 
know that it is time to plant and time to build. 
When ye will rebuild the ancient ruins and will 
settle upon the land in peace, then ye shall know 
that it is time to plant and time to build. 


14. SHIRATH HAKOREM (Song of the Vinegrover) 


Composer: Ezrachi, Author: Ezrachi 
The vinegrover loves his grape-vines, and exhorts 
his workers to gather the grapes at harvest time 
before the jackals come. The refrain is an excerpt 
from Psalm 104, “Wine rejoiceth the heart of 


15. HAZORIM B’DIMAH (They That Sow in Tears) 
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Folk Song 
This is a song of the harvest.—The rain comes, and 
with it comes a blessing. The refrain is always 
“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” “‘Re- 
joice, for these is always reward for the sower. 
Rejoice with wine, oh Vinegrover, for soon the 
grape vines will be ripe. You, too, shepherd, shall 
rejoice with flute and song.” 


GEORGE WASHINGTON'S 
SON OF ISRAEL 
and Other Forgotten Heroes of History 


The Jew whose $200,000 gift virtually saved America’s 
independence — the unknown hero who outrode Paul 
Revere at Lexington—the editor whose trial won us 
Freedom of the Press — nine other great Americans 
history neglected. At all bookstores, $2. 


By CHARLES SPENCER HART 
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WHAT GERMAN JEWS READ 
@ by Jakob Lestshinsky 


ERMAN Jewry is entirely occupied with problems and 

dreams of emigration. In the last four years more 
than a quarter of the Jewish population in Germany was 
forced out of the country. There is no Jewish family in Ger- 
many which does not have the aspiration to emigrate to 
some other country. There is no Jewish family in Germany 
which does not receive either economic or moral support 
from outside. It is, therefore, no wonder that questions 
of emigration are uppermost not only in private conver- 
sations, in the circle of the family or friends, but also on 
the pages of all the Jewish area in Germany. 
Much more weight is attached to problems of emigration 
than to the internal problems of life in Germany. In all 
discussions about lems of school, education, the study 
of languages, the onala of a trade, in all discussions on 
social-work problems, first and foremost comes the prob- 
lem of the exodus. Without exaggeration, it is safe to 
assert that the whole education of German Jewish 
youth is directed towards the exodus into Palestine and 
other countries. And anyone concerned with the lot of 
German Jewry within the next five or ten years assumes 
that this Jewry will be composed mostly of old men, 
women and invalids who will be unable to emigrate. 


A census taken in 141 Hessen communities may serve 
as authentic proof of the ominous near future of the 
German Jews. The results of this census have been og 
lished in the monthly bulletin of the “Social Work Cen- 
ter for the German Jews”. Three of these 141 communi- 
ities have out of eixstence this last year. The last 
Jew in them either died or left the city. Thirty-six com- 
munities, which in 1932 had a population of between 
100 to 400, have less than 100 ook this year. Ninety 
communities have a population of less than fifty each 
now. Let us take for example the community of Lichen- 
ramm which in 1932 had a population of 42. Now there 
are 12 persons left. What are the ages of the Lichen- 
tamm Jews? Four are over 70, six between 60 and 70, the 
two youngest Jewish residents are of the ages between 
50 and 60. These twelve Jews are members of five 
different families. It is evident that the sons — 
and the old men remained. They had to remain. For 
those who fled from persecution and torture, had hardly 
enough for traveling expenses and could not take septua- 
genarian parents with them. It seems that very soon 
the Jewish cemeteries in Germany will be more densely 
popoulated than the Jewish communities. In 29 of the 
141 communities that were investigated there is not one 
Jewish child of school age. In seven of the communities 
there is not one less than 20 years of age. More than 
40 per cent of the Jews who reside in these 141 com- 
munities are more than 50 years of age. Fifty-five per 
cent are more than 40. In 106 communities no Jewish 
child was born in the last three years. There are dozens 
of communities where more than half of the Jewish 
population is on relief and is supported by aid sent from 
the Central Social Work Bureau in Berlin. 

Now then, if emigration of the German Jews continues 
even at the 1936 rate (in comparison with 1935 the. rate 
has fallen off because of the diminished absorptive capa- 
cities of various countries) there will be in Germany by 
1940 some 300,000 Jews. Two-thirds of them, or 200,- 
000, will be more than 50 years of age. 


MALL wonder, then, that under such conditions and 
in-this general atmosphere many books dealing with 
problems of immigration and conditions of practically all 
the countries in the world have appeared these last few 
years. The Jews of Germany escape, flee into all parts 
of the world and consequently need to acquaint themselves 
with whatever is happening in all the countries. A German 
Jew is by nature somewhat of a German. All that he does 
is done with method, and seriousness and with a thorough 
knowledge of the subject. 

The German Jewish immigrant is unlike the Russian or 
the Polish Jewish immigrant. First, there is among Ger- 
man immigrants a greater percentage of people with a 
higher education. Second, most of the people emigrate 
from Germany not because of economic oppression, but 
because of political and moral persecution. Thirdly, these 
are people who had a country, who were rooted in German 
culture, who were organically attached to German interests, 
and to whom the problems of Jewish culture, and the 
interests of their people were strange. The Russian or 
Polish Jewish immigrant always carries his people within 
his knapsack—his Yiddish or Jewish book—and there is no 
place in the world where he feels himself lonely and 
desolate. 

Wherever he may come he is a son of the Jewish nation 
that is scattered in all parts of the world. This is not the 
case with the German Jew. He first has to become ac- 
quainted with the Jewish home that exists everywhere. He 
has to become attached to his people, to come into its midst. 
He has to be innoculated with an antitoxin after the in- 
jections of anti-Semitic poisons that he has received, and 
become part of the group of sufferers, of wandering 
Jewry. 

I do not know what were the intentions of Dr. Wish- 
nitzer, the famous Jewish historian, in his book “The Jew 
in the World,” which has recently — in Berlin. But 
the book accomplishes this aim. Every far flung corner 
in this world which the German Jew might choose as a 
refuge, every distant island in the Mediterranean, every 
province in India or China, in Central America or Africa, 
finds its place in this book, and ample historic and practical 
information is given about it. There is almost no place 
where there are not or have not been some Jews. The Ger- 
man Jewish immigrant learns from this book that in the 
history of his people there are no geographic boundaries, 
that our blood and our tears have drenched all the coun- 
tries in the world. He learns that his troubles, his suffer- 
ings, his fears are not a beginning, not an accident, not 
the lot of an individual, but a continuation of hundreds of 
generations. His is the lot of a people, an additional link 
in a historic chain, and therefore happening surely not 
without cause and motive. The atmosphere in 
which the German Jewish immigrant lives, the atmos- 
_ of homelessness, uprootedness, loneliness and con- 
usion, was the cause that created Wishnitzer’s book, a 
book of practical information linked with chapters of 
Jewish history. 

The migration of the Jews from Germany is a historic 
event going on daily. It is an event quick with the agony 
of hundreds and thousands of dejected, expelled, and tor- 
tured human beings. The time has not yet come 
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to evaluate this event in a book. I should also 
mention the magazine published by the Social Work 
Bureau in Berlin, and edited by the same Dr. Wishnitzer. 
I have before me the last issue of this magazine, 240 
columns closely printed. I turn its pages and cull in- 
formation about dozens of countries, their general economic 
conditions, the standing of various trades, price levels, cul- 
tural life, government institutions, immigration laws, and 
the Jewish population. And there is in it information 
about Jews who found refuge in these countries these past 
years, and possibilities for additional Jewish immigrants. 
And finally something important, precious and useful: 
Letters of immigrants, letters of Jews who left Germany 
within the last years or months, and who have already ex- 
perienced the throes of building a new home, new life— 
decidedly a new life from the point of view of occupation, 
language, culture, climate. These people tell about their 
countries of refuge, give advice, recount what had hap- 
pened to them. They warn and instruct their brothers how 
to overcome difficulties, how to avoid mistakes and wrong 
beginnings. These letters, however, are not only a source 
of counsel and useful information. They are intimate 
testimonials of human sufferings. They are historic records 
that reveal the tragedy of the German Jew in all its depth, 
the tragedy of the whole Jewish people that is homeless 
and landless. Through these letters is revealed in all its 
frightfulness what it means to seek a home in all the 
corners of the world, what it means to seek a far-flung 
corner where one may rest, take root, and be established. 
From these letters cries forth the tragic condition of a 
people that is sentenced to scatter its sons throughout the 
countries of a world that is shut to them. The 
tragedy of searching crevices and openings which one can 
squeeze into and hide in. 


Small wonder, then, that there appeared in Germany a 
number of pamphlets which preach the theory of Terri- 
torialism. A former chief justice of a court of appeals 
who suddenly came to realize that there is no escape from 
the decree of being a Jew, spent a few sleepless nights and 
wrote a pamphlet wherein he outlined and explained his 
thesis as follows. The best thing for us is to find a land 
for ourselves, a spacious land, where we shall be able to 
forget the savage world that hates us and its people among 
whom we live. Let us gather the sixteen millions of 
Jews from all over the world and start anew! Let us renew 
our powers of youth, our powers of free and independent 
creation! To the reader of this pamphlet it is clear that the 
author does not seem to know that others have preceded 
him. He seems not to know that there is no store of 
spacious lands open to every bidder, that it is impossible 
even to conceive the settling of a large country when there 
is no healthy, organized people to materialize this settle- 
ment, that a dejected and persecuted people cannot easily 
redeem itself. The former high Prussian official, Dr. Afft, 
did not trouble to look up the history of Territorialism 
among the Jews, the beginnings of which can be traced 
back not only to a period before Zangwill and Pinsker, 
but perhaps even before Major Noah. 


However, this pamphlet that the former Prussian official 
published bears witness to the feelings that spread and 
take root in Jewish communities in Germany. More evi- 
dence of this is the Territorialist magazine The Power of 
the Earth, — in Vienna by a man who is a bona fide 
member of the Zionist Organization. This person argues 
that he is not a traitor to Zionism, and that there is no con- 
flict between Zionism and Territorialism. On the other 
hand, there appeared a small but very important pamphlet 
by Dr. Traub about Jewish German emigration during the 
last four years. The author criticizes all the plans and 
phlet full 
Its thesis is the belief that only 


visions of the Territorialists. It is a Zionist 
of facts and statistics. 
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Palestine has the power to arouse the Jewish people to a 
new life, that only Palestine may inject new blood into our 
veins, that only Palestine may arouse us to new power, new 
activity, new creativity. This also leads to the belief that 
Palestine may serve as refuge not only for the spirit of our 
people but also for its body, that it may absorb millions 
of Jews. 

I did not intend here to criticize either this or the other 
philosophy. I merely wanted to indicate general trends 
among the Jews in Germany. And I should add that there 
appear in Germany a few dozen Jewish weeklies which 
devote more space to problems of immigration than to the 
problems of internal life. 


INNOCENT ABROAD 


SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS ARE JEWS, by Robert 
Gessner. Farrar and: Rinehart. $3.00. 


HE burden of the Jewish problem weighs heavily now 

on the assimilationists in capitalist countries. They 
are reminded of it constantly by the outside world and on 
occasion by their own conscience and by the Dreisers in 
the little intellectual escapist ghetto in which many of 
them reside. The Soviet Union which holds out the pan- 
acea of easy, painless and acceptable assimilation (Biro- 
Bidjan or no Biro-Bidjan) helps them to salvage their 
conscience. Of late, this new red assimilation has become 
the hooby of the Jewish parlor radicals. This Weltanschaung 
is preached as the solution for the Jewish problem. Anyone 
who disapproves or it, becomes ipso facto an ally of the 
Nazis. It is developing into an inverted type 
of pink assimilationism. It is more dangerous 
because it hides itself under the mask of a_ half 
baked “Marxism” in order to be able to maintain the 
smug “tolerance” of “some of my best friends are Jews”, 
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the popular ditty of all anti-Semites, Jewish and non-Jewish. 

Gessner who, throughout the book, accentuates his non- 
Jewish gpm (lucky chap) has had a comfortable 
childhood, marred by occasional violin performances of 
Eili, Eili before Zionist audiences. At college he had a 
good time of it. He did not look like a Jew. He was suc- 
cessful after his graduation too. Hitler reminded him of 
the Jewish problem so he went to Europe and Palestine to 
discover things for himself. He found out that one can 
drop his Jewishness in Russia. Also that the Zionists do 
mot want assimilation, and that there are rich and poor 
among the Jews. The entire book is taken up with this 
process of discovery. The reader will save himself the job 
of learning about it, through the perusal of one good essay 
on judischer selbsthass. The social psychologist will find 
excellent material for the study of the warped, self-abusive 
psyche of the assimilationist. 

The arguments against Zionism and Labor Palestine 
are the usual ones. Most of them, however, are not 
based on facts, as for instance, the usual argument 
that Palestine before “Big Scale Zionism” arrived 
was a happy land of tolerance and _neighborliness 
where the sixty thousand Jews “spoke Arabic.” Other 
errors of the same variety are the statistics on depart- 
ures from the Kibbutsim, the comparisons of wages in Pal- 
estine and Poland, the good-will m7 the Arabs and their pro- 
gressive tendencies, the driving out of the Fellahin, the im- 
putation of racialism to Herzl, etc. His ideal type of a Pal- 
estinian Jew is Abraham, “The chicken merchant who was 
born at Safed of a Sephardic mother and an Arab father 
and speaks Arabic and Hebrew and a little English... He 
has no fervent ambition to convert Palestine into a Jewish 
nation or an Arab nation. He is a Palestinian, half-Jew 
and half-Arab. Although his mother was Jewish, was he 
not internationally typical in that he desired to as- 
similate among the more dominant native popula- 
tion?” Gessner is also unwilling to take the ae 
out of his own eye. He still presents the old boycott- 
breaking arguments against the Palestine transfer, 
but forgets that the U. S. S. R. has been and still is one of 
Hitler's best customers, and that the Communist Party has 
never officially proclaimed the boycott against Nazi goods. 
His remarks on the “ideological agreement” of the Zionists 
and Nazis on the Hebrew language in Germany are particu- 
larly vicious since leading Zionists have been arrested for 
their resistance to this policy. 


In spite of the claim of preparation through reading, 
Gessner shows a woeful lack of knowledge of Jewish back- 
d, a necessary thing for any serious study in this field. 

e doesn’t seem to know the difference between Yiddish 
and Hebrew, between a Rabbi and a Hazan. His descrip- 
tion of Hassidism is hilarious: They, “a distinctive minority 
are the followers of Israel Baal Shem Tov [in index, under 
Tov, Israel Baal Shem, (Sic!) } whose possession of so many 
holy names is sup to be a charm whereby wonders 
could be worked ... The Book of the Flame (is it per- 
chance the author's learned translation of the word Zo- 
har?), the literary source of the movement, was originally 
a revoluti document. It challenged the authority of 
the Talmud and all the dispensers of Talmudic law, who 
for centuries had been considered miniatures of Moses.” 
“Boners” of this type abound everywhere. 

Equally deficient is the author's knowledge of Jewish his- 
tory. He errs on such an elementary fact as the Cossack re- 
volt of 1648 during which he claims the Polish landlords 
were not attacked by the rebels. The perusal of even a Sun- 
day School text would have prevented him from stating that 
the first anti-Jewish attack to occur in Jerusalem since the 
Roman conquest was in April, 1920. The statement that 
“not since the Roman conquest have the Jews experienced a 
political life” would not have been written if the author had 


JEWIsH FRONTIER 





actually studied Jewish history. He accuses the Habimah 
of having “turned Zionist,” and ignores the fact that the 
Soviet government deprived the troupe of its subsidies in 
1922 and thus forced it to emigrate. 


His concept of culture and of the national problem in the 
Soviet Union is antiquated; he evidently saw no traces of 
the latest, more nationalist Stalinist policy. The word 
“Yevsektsia” is not included in the learned index, hence we 
shall not quarrel with his generalization that “that which a 
Jew may care about, his cultural inheritance, he is free to re- 
tain or to discard, if he chooses,” although we heard that 
some Marxists assume that proper economic conditions as 
well as toleration by the government or its representatives 
are necessary for “free choice.” He would certainly be sur- 
prised at the changes in this respect which are taking place 
today, if he were acquainted at the very least with the 
Yiddish press. 


Gessner tries to give his work an air of scholar- 
ship through an abundance of lengthy footnotes based 
mainly on the English press and an index. A scholar, 
however, should check his sources: We refer especially to 
his citation of Ben-Gurion’s alleged statement so popular in 
Communist circles, that “to employ an Arab is worse than 
opening a house of prostitution.” The appended footnote 
refers to the Haaretz. We doubt whether Mr. Gessner ac- 
tually read that daily since he does not quote it correctly. 
We have better reason to believe that he obtained the refer- 
ence from the New Masses or some Communist pamphlet. 
He failed to give the actual quotation in the text tenden- 
tiously relegating it to a footnote. He also failed to take 
cognizance of Marie Syrkin’s letter in the Nation of June 
24, 1936 which exposed this fraudulent translation, though 
he cites the Natzon on more than one occasion. 


Yet, in spite of all this criticism, there is something to be 
said for the book. It is written nicely, and seemingly with a 
note of sincerity and pathos which is marred by occasional 
attitudes of superiority and disregard of feelings of others, 
for which some American tourists are so cordially disliked 
on the continent. The author has learned a few things 
since 1935 when he called all Labor Zionists “pink Nazis”. 
(New Masses, February 19, 1935). He dropped the term 
in this book. He also chides the Communist for their Nov- 
ember, 1935 proclamation. He doesn’t mention, though, 
their activities in 1936. There is enough material available 
on this now. We hope that Mr. Gessner will keep up his 
interests in things Jewish. He has an elementary know- 
ledge of the problem, but he still has a great deal to learn. 
The knowledge of Yiddish and Hebrew would be very 
helpful; so would a bit more of patience, objectivity and a 
dose of humility which is the sine qua non of scholarship. 
A trip to Europe, a few interviews and some casual reading 
are not enough. 

ABRAHAM G. DUKER 


TOLLER: POET-DRAMATIST 


SEVEN PLAYS. By Ernest Toller. Liveright Publishing Co. 
$2.50. 


N 1914 a German youth, son of a Jewish merchant, 
enlisted in the German Army to fight for the Father- 
land in an ecstasy of illusory patriotism. He managed to 
get himself sent to the front and lived through the delirium 
of bombardments, butchered human corpses, flesh-stench 
and desolation. The impact of the war made him, as it 
made many others, a pacifist and a socialist. Events in 
the Germany of 1918 made him a revolutionary, deputy 
seyre of the Bavarian Soviet Republic, leader of the 
ed Army and finally a refugee with a price on his head, 
captured, tried and condemned to five years’ imprisonment 
for the crime of high treason. In a dirty cell in the fort- 
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ress of Niederschoenenfeld, Ernst Toller fused the richness 
and bitterness of his youth's experience with the passion- 
ate insight of the world-conscious proletarian artist, and 
struck off the play, “Transfiguration”, the dramatic testa- 
ment of a revolutionary, 


Few of the world’s fine plays were ever forged under 
such stress and hardship as those written by Toller during 
his prison years, and now brought together (with some of 
his later work) in a collection entitled “Seven Plays”, 
several of them previously unknown here. ‘Man and the 
Masses”, the most familiar of his plays because of the 
Theatre Guild production in 1921, was written in a very 
few days. “The lights were turned out every evening at 
nine o'clock, and we were not allowed candles; so I lay 
on the floor under the table and hung a cloth over it to 
conceal the light of my candle. All night until morning 
I wrote in that way.” Time and again because of clashes 
with the prison authorities, he was deprived of the use 
of writing materials. He was spitefully used, subjected 
to conditions that would completely have broken a less 
resilient, less faith-borne spirit. His suffering only made 
his writing the more incandescent. 

On this body of work rests Toller’s reputation as one 
of the world-dramatists of this epoch, perha he 
wrote not vaingloriously in the Revue Allemande—*not 
of this era only.” 

“Transfiguration”, his earliest play in this collection, is 
without a doubt an expressionist autobiography of the 
playwright in the person of his protagonist Frederick, a 
young Jewish sculptor. Like Toller, he enlists for his 
country; him, like Toller, the spectacle of ‘ten thousand 
dead’ drives to a frenzy; to dreams for a better world, a 
freer humanity; to action toward his dream. ‘Transfigura- 
tion” should be read and pondered by thoughtful con- 
servatives. It should prove enlightening as to what forces 
create radicals, 

““Man and the Masses”, the best-known of all the plays, 
suffers from an inner unclarity which has caused it to be 
attacked both from the left and from the right. Toller 
himself says of it, “The purer of the days of revolu- 
tion had not yet formed an ordered mental picture; it 
still lived on in me as a kind of torturing spiritual chaos.” 
Perhaps because of this very lack of precipitation, “Man 
and the Masses” achieves a tragic universality. Every pro- 
gressive thinker, in his forward journeying, must pass 
through the agonizing struggle for reconciliation between 
his love for his idea of mankind, and his realization that 
in the struggle for mankind's universal freedom there 
must inevitably be a resort to force. Toller’s justification 
lies in the words of his own preface: “Proletarian art must 
at its deepest, like life or death, embrace all human themes.” 

“Hinkeman™, written in 1921-22, deals with the insol- 
uble anguish of a man mutilated into half-death by the 
war, trying to adjust himself to a world of living men. 
And Toller reminds us, “Only unnecessary suffering can be 
vanquished, the suffering which arises out of the unreason 
of humanity, out of an inadequate social system. There 
must always remain a residue of suffering, the lonely 
suffering imposed upon mankind by life and death. And 
only this residue is necessary and inevitable, is the tragic 
element of life and life's symbolizer, art." ‘“Hinkeman”, 
incidentally, was done here some years ago by Maurice 
Schwartz as “Red Laughter.” 

“The Machine Wreckers”, the only one of Toller’s plays 
to deal with a theme other than contemporary, was likewise 
written in prison in 1922. It is a drama of the Luddites 
in eaieod at the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
when the introduction of machines threatened the very 
existence of the workers. Jimmy Corbett, the man who 
seeks their unity and liberation, is the man they beat to 
death through treachery in their ranks. For, in the philo- 
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sophy of Toller, “The people themselves, and not their 
opponents, are their own greatest enemy.” (“I Was A 
German.”) An American production of “The Machine 
Wreckers was made by the Boston Repertory Theatre in 
1927. 

“Hoppla, Such Is Life!’ is a drama about a young 
revolutionary condemned to death, then freed after eight 
years. He goes back to his world to find it changed, to 
find his fellow-rebels playing the game of expediency, to 
find the people sluggish and asleep. To arouse them, he 
contemplates a terroristic act against a renegade revolution- 
ary. Actually the deed is done by a youth of diametrically 
opposed political faith, but circumstantial evidence ap- 
parently proves the revolutionary guilty. Before the real 
assasin can be captured, the suspect hangs himself in his 
prison cell, in a burst of defeatism, crying, “Everything 
to no purpose!", a few moments before news comes that 
he is to be freed. 

“Draw the Fires”, a historical play dealing with the 
mutiny of the German High Seas Fleet at Kiel in 1917, 
is a positive and triumphant treatment of a revolutionary 
theme. Less impassioned, more objective, but still with 
his characteristic upwelling passion for humanity, are “The 
Blind Goddess”, a tragedy of the miscarriage of justice, 
and “Mary Baker Eddy”, a Marxist treatment of the foua- 
der of Christian Science, produced in London in 1931 at 
the Gate Theatre as “Miracle in America.” Technically 
excellent, particularly the latter, the more recent plays have 
less than the dramatist’s earlier fervor; they betray what 
too long suffering and exile can wreak in the soul of a 
he without honor in the country where dictatorship 

as banned and burnt his plays. 

Toller's plays voice an experience still alien to us in 
America, they propound ideas before which hypothetical 
audiences, even proletarian audiences, might wince. In 
them is exalted ty, is quest for the final liquidation of 
the needless suffering inflicted upon the human race by a 
fraction of itself. 

In America, the time-spirit has not yet evoked — and 
there are excellent reasons why — any proletarian poet- 
dramatist of the stature of Toller, in whose work there 
burns so sharp and fierce the lyric cry of brotherhood, a 
cry so deep, so impelling that one is reminded of the 
words of Kurt Eisner, “The great artist is possessed.” 

This book will afford to our young men and young 
women a fruitful acquaintance with the most important 
plays of Toller. Perhaps some of our independent theatre 
groups will have the courage to introduce them to American 
theatre audiences more generally. When that happens we 
may behold mirrored in their lines one of the luminous 
personalities of our day: 

“A man, a brother 
Molded by suffering and joy, 


By mad illusion and disdain.” 
ANITA GRANNIS 


PALESTINE WORKERS' SONG 
HERE was need of a collection of folksongs which 
genuinely and strongly reflects the life and the newly- 
shaped mentality of Palestinian Jews. “Palestine In Song” 
by A. W. Binder comes at a very good time. Previous 
collections have neglected to separate songs of the older 
type—carrying traits of the Ghetto of Eastern Europe— 
from creations of Palestinian workers who have replaced 
the melancholy and meditation of a depressed minority by a 
buoyant willingness for a decisive political achievement. 
Binder’s compilation contains significant signs of a mass re- 
turning from noisy cities of complicated civilization to the 
stillness of a virgin soil and to a country full of beauty and 
historical memories. 
Palestinian songs are often better felt and intended than 
they are constructed, sometimes being artificial and trivial. 
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But a small number of them bursting with vitality has force 
enough to fully justify the whole production. Binder 
brings out some of the best. There are songs of national 
feasts, of the harvest, of the shepherd, of the watchman, of 
the workers, of the children, also a dance and a Yemenite 
song. There was no intention to give an exhaustive survey. 
Binder has thrown light on the output of some musical and 
enthusiastic Palestinian workers whose names will be for- 
gotten when time has proven the consistency of their melo- 
dies as symbols of a people. A few of the names of these 
men (given somewhat incorrectly in the preface) are cor- 
rectly: Seira, Postolski and Gorochow. 

Binder has generally employed the usual versions of the 
folksongs. Mi: yiwneh (Who will build), however, is 
mostly sung in major in place of the dorian. It is supposed 
fo be for children playing “halutzim,” but is not a real 
worker's song, which would contain more grievances and 
revolutionary force. Ali by’ayr (Spring up, O well) should 
rather get a continuous melodic line and a uniform rhythm 
lacking rests. The striking balance of this marvellous little 
work of art would then be more strongly revealed. In the 
middle of the song (over the word “Utzki’) appears a 
wrong note—being so conspicuous in this sensitive context 
as to halt the flow of the second part and henceforth of the 
whole. These details are worth mentioning, being of no 
less importance than long passages in a complicated score. 
Measures and pages do not count. 

The accompaniment was not the only problem to be 
solved by Binder. He had to consider that many of these 
new songs are far from Western culture and akin to the 
Orient. No latent chords as in Middle European folksongs 
can emerge out of them to act as their addition and com- 
pletion. They are organisms 8 poner on themselves. Yet 
in a concert hall there is need of accompaniment. The sing- 
er might feel lonely on the stage. The pianist must sur- 
round him with atmosphere and space. But Binder’s piano 
arrangements are on a far higher level than many others. 
He has endeavored to handle every song according to its 
style, that is, according to its rhythmical accents and fluency 
and its melodic contour. His writing shows reasonable 
clarity. 

Some of his preludes are conventional. But he has 
proven that a few modest chords and a few rhythmical in- 
dications are sufficient for a preparation. He has taken 
care especially of the peculiarity of motion and has tried to 
induce a colorful harmonic space. All the vivid gestures, 
all the sun and the blossoms inherent in these intensive 
musical creations of the Mediterranean had to be devel- 
oped. One can imagine a more pointed atmosphere and a 
more subtle harmony than that of pinder. The Hungarian 
songs of Bartok are one standard, which, perhaps, may not 
do deserving justice to this booklet. The arrangements are 
altogether usable and it must be stressed that they have 
been done with conscientiousness. Binder has foreseen the 
difficulty of his task saying in the preface that a “clarifica- 
tion of an individual Jewish harmonic scheme” might be 
expected in the future. His collection* must be regarded 
as a serious attempt to attack the complicated problems of 
harmonizing a few well-selected Palestinian folksongs. 

Hans NATHAN 

CHRISTIANITY AND THE SOCIAL REVOLUTION. 

Edited by John Lewis, Karl Polyanyi, and Donald K. 
Kitchen. Charles Scribner. $3.00. 

IS book is neither for those to whom religion is 

“bunk”, nor for those to whom every Communist is 

an escaped lunatic. All the fourteen contributors to this 

closely printed volume of more than 500 pages, Commun- 

* Palestine in Song, A collection of New Palestinian 
Songs. Collected, noted, edited and arranged by A. W. 
Binder. Copyright 1937 vy Henry Lefkowitch, New York. 


$1.00 
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ists (among them two from Soviet Russia) as well as 
Christians, take both religion and Communism seriously. 
The result is an important attempt to examine the historical 
relations, present conflicts, and possibility of synthesis be- 
tween these two powerful forces operating against each 
other on the contemporary landscape. The book is indeed 
a challenge. It is a challenge to “the traditional attitude 
of Christianity to the question of radical social change; 
and a challenge to the orthodox attitude of Communism to 
religion.” 

It would be foolhardy to attempt, within the scope of a 
brief review, to reconcile, or even hint at the multipilictiy 
of views and variety of emphases that the book contains. 
But the essence of the conflict can best be summed up in 
the words of Professor Niebuhr, the only American con- 
tributor, as “‘a contest between a religion with an inadequate 
political strategy and a social idealism which falsely raises 
a political strategy to the heights of religion.” 

The “inadequate political strategy” of the Church is a 
matter of common knowledge. The ugly part it has played 
in recent events in Spain is sufficiently symptomatic. Un- 
less religion is ready to dissociate itself from the political 
and economic vested interests, it is indeed in danger. But 
what is perhaps not so well known is the slow ossification 
of Communism into an orthodoxy that relegates its “social 
idealism” to a place of secondary importance. and makes a 
fetish of a brand of metaphysics. 

There is a repeated insistence by the Communist con- 
tributors, and in at least one historical essay, that the Com- 
munism and social idealism of early Christianity, the Middle 
Ages, the Reformation, and the 17th century have nothing 
in common with the Communism of the present. John 
Cornford, an orthodox Cambridge Communist, writes that 
“it is not simply because it is unjust that Communists work 
for the overthrow of capitalism’, nor is it any “ethical 
superiority” that makes the working class a revolutionary 
force. Present Communism grows out of a highly organ- 
ized capitalist society, and is said to be a mecessary conse- 
quence of the present historical situation. In the light of 
Professor MacMurray’s excellent essay on “The Early De- 
velopment of Marx’s Thought,” it appears nearer the truth 
that Communism is a necessary consequence of the inverted 
Hegelian metaphysic in which its ideology is inextricably 
rooted. 

Communist opposition to religion is not merely opposi- 
tion to its alliance with reaction. It is fundamentally the 
opposition of one set of “dogmatic rather than scientific” 
(Niebuhr) interpretations of life and history, to another. 
Ivan Levisky’s contention that “Communism does not base 
its hopes on an immanent power unfolding toward an in- 
evitable goal’ is flatly contradicted by his and his feHow 
Communists’ dogmatic acceptance of the Dialectic of His- 
tory as the ultimate principle of explanation. Niebuhr not 
unreasonably equates it with God. The host of alleged 
“realist” principles that Communism sets up in opposition 
to the alleged ‘idealism’ of religion forms an extensive 
metaphysic, to which a Socialist political and economic pro- 
gram and strategy are conceived to be only reset 
Therefore, given the possibility of a church in full accord 
with Communist politics and economics, but unwilling to 
accept its brand of metaphysical “naturalism”, and Com- 
munist intransigeance will automatically reject it as reaction- 
ary. It is only a courageous soul like Hecker of Moscow 
University who dares depart long enough from Marxist 
aboslutism to envisage the possibility of a compromise in 
a country like England. 

Such is the picture of the conflict as it emerges out of 
the pages of this timely book. It is to be regretted that 
so many people whose politics and economics is Socialist, 
must be alienated by Marxist dogmatism. 

ISAAC FRANCK 
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A COMMUNICATION 


Toward A Reformulation of Our Arab Policy 


FTER the events of the past year, and the temper they 
disclosed, we can no longer exclude the problem of 
Arab-Jewish relations from the forefront of our Zion- 

ist consciousness. The success of Zionism depends upon its 
ability to win over the Arabs. 


Yet this we cannot do until we learn to found our policy 
on Palestinian realities. Obviously, our protestations of 
good will, our statistical demonstrations of the benefits 
Zionism has wrought in the land, have not been persuasive. 
Shall we say that the Arab is perverse, blind to his own in- 
terests, still the desert savage? That would be the easy an- 
swer, but hardly helpful, or true. If he still rejects Zionism 
it is only because our approach has been Zionist-centered, 
and therefore our — and our hesitant social pro- 
gram have not touched his life at any vital spots. The be- 
ginning of a sound and constructive Arab policy must be to 
see the Jewish homeland through Arab eyes. It must be 
based on an understanding of the needs and interests of the 
Arabs themselves, and an effort to tie up those needs and 
interests with the cause of Zionism. 


The dominant Arab 7? Palestine does not want us 
under any circumstances. e effendis (and their adher- 
ents: clergy, professionals, civil servants, usurers) under- 
stand well enough that Zionism, however much (indeed, 
because) it benefits the country as a whole, can only in the 
end destroy them. Their financial, social and political in- 
terests require that the semi-feudal status of the peasantry 
be preserved. Zionism, with its importation and diffusion 
of capital, its disruptive social notions, its new-fangled me- 
thods of industry and agriculture, is an unsettling factor in 
an economy which they formerly dominated with ease. 
Therefore any effort to convince them that Zionism has 
benefited the country, or to effect some sort of armistice is 
vain from the start. Their attitude, determined by funda- 
mental class interests, is one of irreconcilable hostility to the 
entire program of Zionism. ‘No understanding between 
Jews and Arabs is possible on the basis of the Jewish 
National Home,” declared the Mufti’s organ, A/ Liwa, at 
the conclusion of the strike. And this we must accept as 
their final verdict. The only way to placate them is to 
abandon everything we have struggled for—an impossible 
solution. 


Yet our knowledge of Arab social relationships has con- 
vinced us that the effendis bes only their own narrow 
group interests, and the political “parties” they head are not 
advancing the cause of the masses. Their ‘‘nationalist’”’ and 
anti-Jewish incitement has pursued the classic tactic of a rul- 
ing class seeking to retain its power in the face of social 
change. In other words, there is a dynamic element in the 
Palestinian situation: the slow but inevitable emergence of a 
peasantry and proletariat with needs and interests which run 
counter to those of the reactionary effendi class, and which 
must remain unsatisfied so long as the effendis retain their 
hegemony. It is toward the Arab masses, as yet unorgan- 
ized and unconscious of their class interests, but destined 
before very long to acquire a considerable measure of polit- 
ical power, that our policy should be oriented. Zionism is 
providing the weapons (money, greater productivity, educa- 
tion, higher standards, etc.) which will unseat the effendis; 
if it does not also play a directive role in this process, it will 
yet experience a new reactionary Sapa: | turning those 
weapons even more implacably against itself. 

The effendis are already beginning to lose their political 
hold. During the strike we could see it moving to a new 
gtoup, a group which possesses a more popular character 


and apes, and which purports to be more truly represent- 
ative of the ..rab masses. Up to the present “nationalism” 
has been an effendi prerogative. New educational oppor- 
tunities, the infiltration of western ideas, the example of 
Zionist idealism, have fired the youth with a higher con- 
sciousness of nationalism. But, politically and socially im- 
mature, their idealism and ardor have been captured by the 
effendi mentality and diverted into a naive he rabid offen- 
sive aganist Zionism. Without questioning the sincerity of 
this group, it has undoubtedly also been inspired by a de- 
gree of personal motivation. Having received a western 
education, these young people are no longer content to oc- 
cupy the humble positions of their parents. However un- 
consciously, they are struggling to make a place for them- 
selves in the intellectual and professional leadership of their 
countrymen. Neither the present medieval economy, nor 
the English-officered mandatory status, nor the prospect of a 
“Zionist state,” which they have been led to anticipate and 
fear, offers them sufficient opportunity for self-expression. 
An independent Arab state, they believe, will make room 
for them as administrators, legislators, educators, etc. 
Though they do not yet perceive it, they are fighting the 
battle of the effendis; they are betraying their own interests 
as well as-their social zeal by adopting an effendi-inspired 
strategy. It requires a certain maturity and guidance to 
realize that in a land like Palestine mere political freedom 
means simply the rule of the effendis, uncontrolled by the 
Arab masses and indifferent to their welfare. 

If ‘the self-interest of the effendis renders them imper- 
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vious to all argument, a good part of the nationalist youth 
should understand and welcome such an analysis of their 
position. Here should be one of the major aims of our 
Arab policy: to guide and collaborate in this process of 
social evolution; to help these young people understand that 
the first step in a program of enlightened nationalism must 
be to secure the economic independence of the masses, and 
that in this effort their natural enemies are not the Jews but 
the effendis themselves. With Jewish help they can free the 
peasants and workers from the grip of tod tabs and 
money-lenders. Economic issues, disguised as political, will 
not then obstruct the natural union of Arab and Jewish 
forces in a joint national state. 


The necessary corollary of this social re-orientation of our 
ag must be a revised attitude toward the Arab masses. 
elemental truth behind their ahtagonism to Zionism is 
that we have not succeeded in allaying their natural resent- 
ment, strengthened by propaganda, at seeing their land 
overrun by “strangers,” their accustomed ruts crossed by 
new ways of thought and of action. Only direct and im- 
pressive evidence of the material and social gain they can 
derive from Zionism could be powerful enough to overcome 
their deep-seated hostility, wot this we have not provided. 
We have left the way clear for their oppressors, dis- 
guised as political leaders, to inoculate them with the most 
— prejudices and .cars, to incite them to riot and 
2. 

But Zionism has benefited the masses! It has placed 
money in their hands, released many from the thralldom of 
landlord and usurer, brought them new and profitable 
machinery and methods of agriculture, higher wages and 
increased employment, education, hygiene. Why, then, 
should they still believe that we are working their harm? 
The answer lies in the distinction between psychology and 
statistics. It requires little insight to realize that figures in- 
dicating a greater natural increase and a higher general 
standard of living, or, on the ‘other hand, that Jews have 
not displaced Arabs in agriculture and industry, must mean 
less than nothing to the uneducated peasant and worker. 
What is his immediate and usually sole concern—politics, 
social ideals, statistical studies? Of course not! The busi 
ness of earning a living consumes all his energies and time 
and interest. And in this pursuit he has learned not that 
Jews have brought him an amelioration of his lot (for he is 
aware that this has been purely incidental and unintended), 
but that they are far in advance of him in the possession of 
the material goods he wants, and that the process of catch- 
ing up with him is all too slow, and is hindered by the rules 
he believes they have established to prevent his catching up. 


Unfortunately, pre-existent animosities, unfounded 
though they may be, are only too readily bolstered up by 
envy, coupled with a sense of weakness. Zionism has im- 

ressed the fellah with its organized power in contrast to 

is isolated impotence, and has proviaed him with a stand- 
ard of comparison. Has the Arab’s standard of living 
risen? Yes, he may admit, but see how far it must go to 
reach the Jewish! Are wages higher than they used to be? 
Yes, but look how much more Jews earn. Well, what 
about the Histadrut’s efforts to unionize the Arab workers? 
There is the path to higher wages and better living condi- 
tions! But he is skeptical; exclusion from Jewish unions 
only strengthens his suspicions of Jewish motives. And, 
besides, can an Arab union get me a job in a Jewish plant at 
Jewish wages? We have invested our money to make jobs 
for Jews, we tell him; but still, a great many Arabs have 
found work in our colonies. Yes, he replies, I worked for 
a colonist before the strike, and what happened? I pot 
lower wages than a Jew would take, and even then you be- 
grudged me my few piastres and picketed the pardes, and 
tried to force my employer to discharge me. Come now, 
we reason with him, you understand that if we Jews are to 
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build our homeland it must be on the basis of Jewish work. 
We refuse to exploit cheap Arab labor, and our enterprises 
are intended to make room for more Jewish immigrants. 
We wish you well, but our task is first of all to advance our 
own ends. You understand, don’t you? What else can the 
Arab reply but, I don’t understand, and I don’t want to un- 
derstand? I talk about wages and jobs, and you talk about 
the “conquest of labor” and your historic right in Palestine, 
the standard of living and the birthrate. Until you learn to 
talk my language I refuse to believe that you are really 
working for my benefit, that you are not deliberately deny- 
ing me those good things I see you enjoying, that you are 
not my enemy but my friend. 

Which is right, Jew or Arab? Both, of course. If these 
two rights were irreconcilable it would be an unfortunate 
situation indeed. But they are not. In fact, it is in the in- 
terests of Zionists, as well as of Arabs, that such Arab 
grievances be satisfied as speedily as possible. We might, 
as some Zionists have done, challenge them if they don’t 
like it to lump it. After all, we brought them what little 
civilizational advance they experienced in the past decades, 
and if they are not content with that little it is no concern 
of ours. We might take that attitude—and forfeit forever 
the opportunity of winning the sympathy and good-will of 
the Arab masses. Or again, we might reason, though we 
owe them nothing and need not necessarily go out of our 
way to appease the appetites we unwittingly but inevitably 
aroused, their friendship and co-operation are undeniably 
valuable to us. How far can we go to-meet their perfectly 
natural demands without doing damage to our own cause? 
In what way can satisfying their demands actually advance 
our cause? For one thing, we shall be creating a relation- 
ship which will make it impossible for the effendis again to 
arouse them against us with wild tales. Secondly, we shall 
be stimulating the popular incentive that will turn the atten- 
tion of the nationalist youth to economic rather than nar- 
rowly political ends, at the same time preparing a fertile 
field for them to sow. Thirdly, we shall improve our polit- 
ical position by depriving England of its opportunity to play 
one community against the other, teasing the Arabs by 
granting immigration schedules, exasperating us by whit- 
tling them to a shadow. If I enumerate the advantages to 
be gained from winning the good-will of the Arab masses, 
it is not because they are so obscure as to require statement, 
but rather to indicate the desirability of conceding some 
little things here and there, if it should be necessary, to gain 
a greater end. A strategic retreat often conceals an ad- 
vance. Even if it should mean retreating on one front or 
another, it is at least worth considering whether the ultimate 
gain does not warrant such a move. And finally, we must 
not forget that from a strictly Zionist standpoint, and even 
more from a Labor Zionist, it becomes increasingly im 
tive to raise the Arab standard of living until it matches 
ours. There is principle involved here as well as practical 
necessity. The pressure of a cheap labor market must for- 
ever depress Jewish wages, limit opportunities for Jewish 
employment, defeat the broader social aims of Labor Zion- 
ism. Jews do not hire Arabs because they prefer Arabs— 
capitalists hire the cheapest labor they can find. Both labor 
philosophy and the needs of the Jewish economy, as distin- 
guished from the desires of Jewish capitalists, demand that 
the standards of Arab workers be raised. By failing to 
seize its opportunity to win the confidence of the Arab 
masses Jewish labor plays directly into the hands of a nar- 
row, selfish, basically anti-Zionist Jewish capitalism, and of 
an equally predatory and hostile Arab feudalism. The His- 
tadrut has well aware of this from the beginning, and 
has often voiced its determination to effect this goal. But 
the measures adopted to implement such resolutions have 
failed. We were not ready to see that to meet the Arab 
worker on his own ground it might be necessary to reform- 
ulate some of our principles. 
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Just where the compromise is to be made is not for me to 
say. My purpose is not to propound a formula, but to help 
clarify the issue. Shall the Histadrut reverse its former un- 
successful policy, open its ranks to Arab labor, and organize 
Jews and Arabs together on the basis of occupation rather 
than race? Shall provision be made for a certain amount 6f 
unionized Arab labor in Jewish enterprises, with the condi- 
tions of labor equal for both Jews and Arabs? (The real 
issue, in all honesty, should be between union and scab 
labor, not between Arabs and Jews). Shall Jewish credit 
facilities be made available to Arabs in some degree? (The 
Palestine Economic ee is already planning to pro- 
mote low-cost housing for Arab as well as Jewish workers.) 
Shall opportunities be provided for Arab participation in 
Jewish industrial and agricultural ventures? Shall Arabs 
who meet Jewish standards be admitted into Jewish co-oper- 
atives? These are questions which must be decided in Pal- 
estine itself, by the people who will be most directly af- 
fected by any change in policy, and who will be charged 
with its execution. 

There will be some to cry treason, to challenge what they 
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will deem the use of Zionist funds and energies to ends for 
which they are not intended. To these it must be said that 
the well-being and the friendly co-operation of the Arab 
masses are also an integral and a vital part of Zionism, pro- 
vided that its essentail goal and steady advance are safe- 
guarded. We cannot permit the slow but inevitable expan- 
sion of Arab economy and social consciousness to occur out- 
side the Jewish economy and in bitter competition with it. 
This would constitute the most dangerous form of cantoni- 
zation, whose perils we recognize so easily in the political 
field. The only way out is to make the Arab the partner of 
the Jew, to bind his fate to the progress of Zionism. It is 
my contention that such “concessions” as I have suggested, 
as part of a broad policy of education and organization, will 
ultimately cement the basis upon which our goal will be 
most speedily and most equitably realised. 

JOSHUA TRACHTENBERG 


(Readers may turn to Dr. Zemach’s article “Arab W ork- 
er and the Histadrut’”’, elsewhere in this number, for a 
discussion of some points in this communication.) 


CHRONICLES OF THE MONTH 





|. ERETZ ISRAEL 
®@ by Daniel Fineman 


_.. chauvinism is beginning to reap the whirlwind 
it sowed. Having for ten months glorified vandal- 
ism and shooting from ambush, it is now confronted with 
the inevitable consequences of its own reckless tactics. 
Within the last month the Arab population has become the 
chief victim of Arab terrorist attack. ‘‘Patriots’” who made 
the unpleasant discovery that Jews are not easy game for 
robbery, are now exercising their skill in looting the homes 
of their coreligionists. Nowadays even worshippers about 
to enter mosques run the risk of being held up at pistol 
point and like as not deprived of all their valuables by 
bandits who boast of working for the Arab cause. Every 
now and then, to press their point, these “patrioteers” draw 
blood. my a day passes without vandals accomplish- 
ing the “liquidation” of a fellah, or a petty shopkeeper 
averse to kicking in his tribute toward chauvinist plunder- 
chests. No wonder that Arab tolerance for their ‘heroic” 
robber bands is wearing thin. A few weeks ago a delega- 
tion from Haifa, including members of the noted Taha 
family, called in desperation upon Keith Roach, District 
Commissioner, with the demand that the government sup- 
2 terrorism, The Arab group informed the English of- 

ial that even those of them who had originally supported 
the riots can no longer brook the continuance of vandalism 
It was, they said, their desire to actively help the govern- 
ment in stamping out brigandage. Indeed, unless the gov- 
ernment acted quickly, they threatened to organize their 
own self-defense groups. To such a pass has come super- 
patriotic Arab anti-Jewish aggression. 


With both Arabs and Jews denouncing the unchecked 
lawlessness which overruns the land, a common under- 
standing is gradually burgeoning between the two peoples. 
Suffering on both sides serves to speed up a rapprochement, 
of which there have been a few heartening signs lately. Of 
some significance is the fact that Arab dock workers in 
Haifa united with Jews to protest against the port’s employ- 
ment of illegal Haurani immigrants (Haurani played an 
active role in the recent riots). Aba Hussi, well-known 
Arab labor leader who helped to organize the united front 
between Jews and Arabs, heard from members of his own 





race suggestions on how to implement his plans for pro- 
moting inter-Semitic harmony in the country. And very in- 
teresting are some of the comments made by an independ- 
ent group of Arab workmen who met with the recently- 
visiting American trade union delegation. In discussing 
possibilities of future entente with Jews, the Arab work- 
men stressed that the masses of their people did not stand 
behind the policy of murder pete a. certain elements 
among them. Hundreds of thousands of Arabs, they de- 
clared, desire nothing better than to work and live in peace 
with their neighbors. None entertains any fears lest Jewish 
reconstruction of Palestine bring any disaster to Arabs. 
Every thinking Arab workman, one laborer pointed out, 
realizes that the influence of Jewish immigration has raised 
his standards of living enormously and has already suc- 
ceeded in humanizing his working conditions. Such mis- 
understanding as does arise between the two groups is 
largely caused by wealthy Arab overlords who do every- 
thing in their power to foster and exploit the credibility of 
the illiterate masses. It is also produced by British officials 
who often take a hand in fomenting ill-will between Arab 
and Jew. 

The role which Government officials and the Mandatory 
play in Arab-Jewish relations is indeed daily becoming 
more sinister. True, that on February 15 when rumors of a 
plot to endanger the security of the country ran high, police 
actually raided the homes of Jerusalem members of the 
Arab Higher Committee (dominated by the family of the 
Mufti). And in a similar search of the Arab Higher Com- 
mittee offices, police confiscated inflammatory publications, 
ammunition, and bombs. But despite this single outstand- 
ing attempt to eradicate the sources of the continued 
trouble, the government time and again refuses to take 
really drastic action. It apparently works on the theory that 
murder can best be checked by treating crime in an easy- 
going, conciliatory manner. Hence when there arise cases 
of planned attacks on Jews, prosecutors blatantly go out of 
their way to come to the rescue of offenders. When an 
Arab appeared in the Haifa tribunal charged with carrying 
four rifles—and everyone knows only too well the purpose 
for which certain Arabs tote rifles—the prosecuting attor- 
ney hinted that the case ought to be thrown out of court. 
All unsuspectingly, the judge asked in amazement why the 
prosecutor did not at least press the case according to nor- 
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mal regulations on illegal ion of arms. “I am acting 
on instructions,” snapped back the government attorney. 

Thus, while the government condones gangsterism, the 
Yishuv is forced to carry on its work of reconstruction in a 
spirit of “preparedness”. The sad lesson taught Jews dur- 
ing the last ten months of attack evidenced itself at Hasa- 
deh, the newly established Keren Kayemet colony in the 
Eastern Emek. Here forty settlers are at work, feverishly 
laboring from dawn to dark preparing a home for future 
inhabitants. But their efforts are rendered peculiarly difh- 
cult by the circumstance that they have to put up a barbed 
wire fence around the settlement, and also to construct a 
stone wall in order to form a “‘second line of defense”. 

Not only the mode of building outlying colonies but the 
manner of developing the economy of the entire Yishuv is 
now conceived in the light of possible future self-defense. 
Thus Dr. A. Ruppin (who recently outlined before the 
smaller Zionist Actions Committee proposals for increasing 
immigration by bracing the yishuv’s economic structure) 
necessarily had to plan in terms of economic self-sufficiency. 
Practical work in this direction already nears completion in 
Tel Aviv where the scaffolding around the new and sorely- 
needed $150,000 passenger station attracts and warrants at- 
tention. Several miles away laborers are busily driving 
steel piles into the bed of the river Yarkon, 45 feet below 
summer surface level, in order to balance a reinforced con- 
crete bridge which forms part of the new macadamized 
highway from Tel Aviv to Ramat Hasharon and Herzlia— 
a short cut halving the present distance and eliminating a 
detour through territory in which Arab terrorists have been 
active. 

As these policies of entrenchment suggest, the Yishuv’s 
confidence in its colonization efforts remains firm. Its faith 
has become manifest, in many concrete ways, as for in- 
stance, in its readiness to oversubscribe four and a half 
times a $1,000,000 debenture issue which the Palestine 
Agricultural Settlement Association put on the market for 
public sale. This liberal response with money—even like 
the fact that no economic depression has followed the re- 
cent riots—demonstrate Palestine’s economy to be expand- 
ing. Such is the opinion not only of H. Frumkin, Histad- 
rut statistician, but also of foreign businessmen. On Feb- 
ruaty 16 a French commercial delegation from Cairo 
(Egypt) arrived in Tel Aviv for the express purpose of 
promoting trade between Eretz Israel and Egypt. 

The feeling of economic security has indeed become so 
widespread that certain reactionary elements are now em- 
boldened to show themselves. Believing that solidarity 
among Jews is no longer necessary to save one’s skin or 
property, they desire to scrap social security measures 
adopted during days of stress and strain. In the Tel Aviv 
Municipal Council, right-wing members treacherously at- 
tempted to push through a motion rescinding the rent res- 
triction law which protects tenants and storekeepers against 
gouging by profiteering landlords. This effort to fleece the 
Tel Aviv population almost succeeded. The vote read 
seven, with one councillor absent. Dov Hos, labor leader 
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and vice-Mayor of Tel Aviv, charged Mizrachi and Revi- 
sionist councilmen with “betraying their electorate” and 
flung in their teeth quotations from their own election plat- 
forms which pledged whole-hearted support of rent 
restrictions. 

Revisionists who kept somewhat in check during the 
months of riot are now again up to their old game of trying. 
to smash organized labor. They have induced several con- 
tractors who are putting up buildings along the Tel Aviv 
sea front to dismiss all Histadrut workers and replace them 
with non-union labor. When Histadrut pickets arrived at 
the scene of building to protest, contractors called in police 
who obligingly wielded their truncheons and violently 
dispersed the union workers. In a single week on this 
new-old battleground, nine pickets have been injured, and 
three have been pave Senet | to jail sentences. The Tel 
Aviv Municipal Council is now attempting to intervene. 
To date, contractors refuse the Histadrut demand for 
arbitration. 


Not only sabotage but downright vandalism has re- 
emerged as a tool of Revisionist politics. About fifty mem- 
bers of the Betar (Revisionist youth brownshirt organiza- 
tion) came up to Jerusalem. Half of them rode triumph- 
antly into town on a Saturday—in Arab buses. They were 
out on holiday, to be sure, but their mission hardly smacked 
of the Sabbath spirit. En masse the troop invaded the Jew- 
ish Agency offices and without warning proceeded to have a 
gala time sending furniture sailing through the air and 
viciously ripping documents to shreds. And when Agency 
officials ventured to remonstrate, the youthful vandals brut- 
ally mauled the complainants. By the time the boys in 
brown had finished their little party, the orderly offices of 
the Jewish Agency, housed in its impressive building, 
looked like a scene after a pogrom. As soon as news of 
this exploit went the rounds, a wave of revulsion swept the 
Yishuv. Haaretz, a conservative daily, denounced the 
“hooligans” and declared that the outrage was “the result 
of a system similar to the attack made on the Palestine of- 
fice in Warsaw”’. 

But these jarring incidents in the life of the Yishuv do 
not reflect the forward moveemnt of events. Lock-outs and 
occasional spurts of hooliganism are but part of the grow- 
ing pains of a fundamentally healthy organism. The un- 
pleasant moments become relatively unimportant when 
viewed in relationship to the normal flow of activities in 
the Yishuv where almost daily new social manifestations 
claim public attention. A few examples may illustrate: on 
February 1, Tel Aviv celebrated Arbor, Day with cere- 
monies including a Yizkor (memorial) service for the trees 
which were wantonly destroyed during the riots. On that 
occasion the speakers movingly reaffirmed the eternal cov- 
enant between the Jew and the plants of Palestine. Simi- 
larly a day earlier some thirty-four grey-headed men patti- 
cipated in the thirtieth anniversary celebration of the Ha- 
shomer. These thirty-four, in the days of Turkish rule, 
risked their lives by founding in Palestine the Hashomer, 
an “illegal” organization for the protection of the Jewish 
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settlement. In 1907—even as in 1937—Jewish life and 
hard-earned possession were far from safe in Palestine. In 
order to command the respect of Bedouins and Arabs, Jews 
had to prove that they could defend themselves against at- 
tack. Unpretentiously and without the blaze of publicity, 
these men hired themselves out at starvation wages as 
guardsmen. Some of them fell at their posts. Their brav- 
ery soon won the esteem and admiration of Arabs, as well 
as of the Jewish settlers. Thanks to their constant vigil- 
ance, Dagania, Kfar Giladi, Tel Hai, and many other settle- 
ments are now irrevocably part of the Yishuv. These 
thirty-four survivors and their comrades have created a new 
saga in Jewish life—the saga of shmira. A saga of hard- 
ship and self-sacrifice by men who asked nothing more 
than the privilege of standing guard over their people. 


ll. DIASPORA 
® by Abraham G. Duker 


HE CREATION of the new official party in Poland 

by Colonel Adam Koc on February 21st did not come 
as a surprise. Colonel Koc has been preparing the ground 
and laying the plans for the new party during the past 
year. The sudden attempt at its realization is due mainly 
to the trends towards unity on the part of the peasant par- 
ties and the Polish Socialist Party. The importance of this 
new party is generally exaggerated. It presents a desper- 
ate and probably final attempt on the part of the present 
government forces to create a mass basis for the Fascist 
government of the future. This attempt will probably end 
in a failure. The adherents of the present regime who are 
divided in different groups will not be able to extend their 
influences among the Naras, who offer a “better” and 
more thoroughgoing Fascist program, and are actually pre- 
paring for a revolutionary seizure of power. They will be 
equaully unsuccessful in gaining any adherents among the 
middle-ground and radical peasantry, which has solidly 
declared itself at its last Congress held in January as being 
aro to Fascism and Communism. The vague promises 
of land distribution in the declaration of Koc will not 
entice the shrewd peasant. It is probable that the govern- 
ment will succeed in making a dent among the more con- 
Servative Endeks and gain some of their numbers. As the 
situation stands now, the response of the Left and Right 
wing opposition press was merely “Is that all?” The 
regime will either have to come to terms with the Naras, or 
yield to popular opinion and reintroduce democracy or, 
what is more probable, continue to muddle along till the 
next crisis. 

As for the Jews, the new party will maintain the same 
policy of gentle punishment for pogromists, sweet reason- 
ableness with rioting students, and nice speeches dis- 
approving of “violence and brutal: anti-Semitic outrages 
which degrade the national dignity and honor.” The boy- 
cott will naturally be encouraged by the government since 
it is merely the expression “of the instinct of legitimate 
self-defense of our people in their aim toward economic 
independence.” The policy of “encouraging” emigration 
will be continued, as will the fiction of toleration and 
pleas for understanding which are pure export products 
for gullible foreigners. 


While nice speeches about order and “national dignity” 
are being delivered from the platform of a parliament of 
“yes-men,” the Naras are continuing their brutal attacks 
upon Jews. These are deliberate attempts to prove the 
helplessness of the government and to drive it to a decision 
as to whether it is on the Jewish-Communist or on the 
Polish Christian side. Pogroms, riots and bomb planting 
took place in Lodz, Dzialoszyn, Wilno and other places. 








35 





The murder of a 21-year-old youth in Lodz took place 
after a sermon by the notorious priest Trzeciak. Jews in 
many smaller communities are afraid to venture out in the 
streets after dark. The main testing grounds of the Naras 
are still the universities. Thus, the anti-Semitic students 
have forced the authorities of the University of Wilno to 
establish ghetto laboratories and lectures. The Jewish 
students who unanimously refused to avail themselves of 
the opportunities of a peacful solution which would not 
encroach on the sacred and traditional autonomy of the 
university are faced with the loss of a year's studies of 
even complete discontinuation of their educational careers. 
These activities are merely a prelude to the “voluntary” 
abandonment of the universities by Jewish students. The 
twenty-four hour hunger strike of the Jewish students was 
a protest against the refusal of the Naras to admit them 
to the University. The life of the Jewish students in all 
the Polish higher institutions of learning is a heroic 
martydom unsung and unheralded. 


IHE CONFERENCE of the situation of the Jews in 

Poland which was called in New York on January 31 
by the American Jewish Congress as well as the Conference 
called on February by the Jewish Labor Committee 
achieved some direct results in helping to bring the plight 
of the Polish Jews before the opinion of the world. While 
the New York District of the Guild of Polish Journalists 
was engaged in a very acrimonious debate with the Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress, it addressed an appeal to the Polish 
university students calling on them to cease to blacken 
the good name of their fatherland through their barbarous 
deeds. This appeal strengthened to a degree whatever 
remained of liberal opinion in Poland. The Endeks called 
it a frame up by Jewish journalists, while the government 
press refrained from publishing it. The official Polish news 
agencies are at present engaged in a war against the Jew- 
ish “politicians” who dared to criticize the Polish govern- 
ment. The Polish Socialist Party on the other hand 
decided at: its last congress in February to strengthen its 
struggle against Fascism and anti-Semitism. Its leaders 
again voiced their sympathies for Labor Palestine. The 
right wing Zionist decided to support in the future only 
Socialist and peasant candidates. The recent Moscow 
events were an important factor in the Socialists’ decision 
against a United Front with the Communists. 

The territorialist new Freiland organization which is 
the direct offspring of the deceased Jewish Territorial Or- 
ganization founded by Israel Zangwill is calling a world 
conference on emigration in Vienna in the middle of 
March. The French government, it is said, will call a 
conference of responsible and interested Jewish bodies to 
discuss the possible settlement of Jews in the French 
colonies. 

The Nazi government is continuing to foster research 
in Jewish history. A prize of three thousand marks has 
been offered for the best essay on the Hoffjude or Court 
Jew. The teachers of religion received orders to teach 
that Jesus was not a Jew but an Aryan anti-Semite. Ger- 
many is continuing to exploit the Frankfurter case. A book 
has been recently published with the aim of proving that the 
assassination of Gustloff was merely a detail in the nefarious 
plan of world Jewry. The Jewish community in Germany 
is granting winter relief to two thousand Christians who 
are considered to be racial Jews by the Nazis. Franco 
denied that he was an anti-Semite, but the situation of the 
Jews in Spanish Morocco is continuing to be alarming. 
Portugal barred unofficially the further immigration of 
Jews from Germany. The refugees who were threatened 
with deportation were permitted to remain in that country. 
In Roumania the bar voted for a numerous clausus for 
Jewish lawyers. Nazi lawyers picketed the courts in 
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Bucharest in an attempt to keep their Jewish colleagues out 
of the courts. The pcketing was followed by physical 
ejection of some Jews from the court buildings. The Jews 
in England are stressing the needs for a “community libel” 
bill to protect the Jews from the continuous molesting 
propaganda of the Fascists who are running many candi- 
dates in the forthcoming local elections. Mosley with- 
— his candidacy in Manchester because of his fear of 
efeat. 

More cheerful news come from Lithuania. The govern- 
ment is making all efforts to mollify at least on the surface 
its anti-Jewish course. It protested against Weizmann’s 
inclusion of Lithuania in the anti-Semitic bloc of countries 
in his testimony before the Commission of Inquiry in 
Palestine. Its minister of war recently made a speech 
ptaising highly the patriotism of the Jewish soldiers. A 
comparison with neighboring Poland tends to bear out 
these facts to a large extent, especially in the universities. 


END of January and the first half of February in 
the United States were crowded with various Jewish 
activities of national import. The outstanding event was 
the National Conference for Palestine at Washington in 
which many congressmen and senators participated and at 
which the ambitious sum of four and a half million dollars 
was decided upon as the goal of the forthcoming United 
Palestine Appeal. Of utmost importance in the life of the 
largest Jewish community in the world is the decision of 
the Federation for the Support of Jewish Philanthropic 
Societies of New York and the Brooklyn Federation of 
Jewish Charities to conduct a joint campaign for funds in 
1937. It is hoped that this joint campaign will result in a 
permanent merger. The Plan and Scope Committee of the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee voted at a 
meeting in Pittsburgh to conduct a campaign for $4,650,- 
000. The share alotted to East European Jewry in its 
budget for the coming year was considerably increased. 
Quite a bit of flurry was caused in the Yiddish press and 
in the field of social work by a marked assimilationist 
—_ delivered at a conference of the Council of Jewish 
ederations azd Welfare Funds by George Backer, a 
wealthy, young and promising leader in the field of Jewish 
community life. President Green of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor appealed to his followers on January 31st 
to continue and strengthen the anti-Nazi boycott. 

Austria, too, shows signs of continuing its present policy 
of refusal to yield to Germany's pressure of introduction of 
racial anti-Semitism. The Slovak anti-Semitic party which 
was recently organized died a premature death, after its 
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leaders were arrested under the charge of stealing funds. A 
report from Turkey brings the news that the Turkish gov- 
ernment intends to settle on land the Jews who were 
forced to leave the Dardanelles region because of the con- 
struction of fortifications. 

Katel, who recently replaced Lieberberg as president of 
the Jewish autonomous region of Biro-Bidjan, was recently 
arrested together with the prominent official Huberman on 
the charge of Trotskyism. No arrests of Zionists have 
taken place during the year of 1936. This is probably a 
sign of the complete cessation of organized Zionist activi- 
ties in the Soviet Union. 
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ZEMACH’S TOUR 
R. SOLOMON ZEMACH, dele- 
gate of the Histadrut to the 
League, is starting on his second tour 
through several communities: Wash- 
ington, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Balti- 
more. 
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New York: Nine hundred members 
and friends of the League attended a 
performance of “The Eternal Road” 
on Tuesday, February 23. This affair 
was sponsored by all the chapters of 
greater New York. 

Brooklyn: Mr. Harry A. Har- 
rison, chairman of Brooklyn Chap- 
ter, reports progress in their Gewerk- 
shaften Campaign. They will wind up 
this fund-raising enterprise with a 
dinner on Sunday, April 11th. Dr. 
Friedman, chairman of the cultural 
committee, has organized a study 
circle. The general cultural meeting 
of the chapter last month was ad- 
dressed by Mr. Abraham G. Duker 





on “Jewish Life in Eastern Europe.” 
. The Abraham Lincoln High 
School Chapter enjoyed a lecture by 
Mr. H. Kisch on “Moses Hess and 
Marx.” At their next meeting, they 
will have Dr. Solomon Zemach, Hista- 
drut delegate, as their guest speaker. 
. . . A group of young people met at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Milton 
Black and formed a new chapter. 
Miss Rose Stoloff, who is the guiding 
spirit of this group, addressed the 
gathering on “The Histadrut and the 
Function of the League.” 
Bronx: The Bronx Council of 
the League celebrated the Purim 
Festival with a concert program. This 
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occasion also marked the opening of 
the Geverkshaften Campaign of the 
Council. Miss Marie Syrkin and Mr. 
Isaac Hamlin addressed the gathering. 
Mrs. Hemdah Schneiderman rendered 
a program of Palestinian songs. Dr. 
H. Grushkin presided ... The Bronx 
Council has raised its quota to $1,500 
of which $1,000 were pledged by 
those who attended the gathering .. . 
The Trumpeldor Chapter of the Bronx 
has been meeting regularly every other 
Sunday at the Jacob Schiff Center. At 
their last meeting, Mr. Meyer Bass, 
member of the group, spoke on 
“Trumpeldor and Tel Chai.” ... A 
new group of young people is being 
formed at the Sholom Aleichem Co- 
operative Houses. Mr. Max Klein- 
baum and Miss Edith Cohen, are tem- 
porary chairman and secretary, respec- 
tively. 

Hebrew Speaking Council Holds 
“Tel Chai” was memorialized at a fes- 
tive gathering by all Hebrew speaking 
chapters of New York. Dr. Solomon 
Zemach spoke on the significance of 
Tel Chai. The program which was 
marked by its colorful variety of music 
and folk-singing, was arranged under 
the leadership of Mr. Lavi Soshuk. 
Moshe Nathanson, of the WMCA 
radio program, lead the singing. Zvi 
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Zeitlin, child virtuoso, played the 
violin; Malkah Victor, played the 
piano. Mr. Leon Geiger was chair- 
man of the evening... . The Browns- 
ville Hebrew Speaking Chapter cele- 
brated Purim at an intimate gathering 
of members and their friends. Miss 
Rivkah Schneider, secretary of the 
chapter, reports an interesting program 
of activities. 

Manhattan: The Manhattan Chap- 
ter celebrated Purim in a Pales- 
tine atomsphere of song and dance 
at the home of Miss Rose Rosen- 
berg. The bi-weekly cultural program 
of this chapter, under the leadership 
of Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg, has 
attracted many new members. This 
chapter meets every other Wednesday 
at the Society for the Advancement of 
Judaism. 

Queens: A new chapter was formed 
in Queens last month, at the home 
of Rabbi Samson Shaine. Mr. Harry 
Frankel, one of the leading members, 
is planning a program of cultural ac- 
tivities which will be of interest to the 
entire Jewish community in Queens. 
Hayim Greenberg will lecture at a 
joint meeting of the League Chapter 
and Hadassah of Queens on the even- 
ing of March 16th. Place will be an- 
nounced. 


Camden: The Camden Chap- 
ter held their annual rally on 
Wednesday, March 3rd, at which they 
opened their membership drive. Mem- 
bers of all the Jewish organizations in 
the community attended this mass 
meeting. The guest speakers were 
Dr. Solomon Zemach, Mr. David 
Wertheim and Rabbi Abraham Mil- 
gram. Rabbi Philip Lipis presided. 

Philadelphia: The February Open 
Forum of the Philadelphia Chapter 
was addressed by Dr. Solomon Zemach 
and Dr. Alexander S. Kohanski. Mrs. 
Yarden, chairman of the cultural com- 


.| mittee, presided. The next Forum will 


be held March 1st. Mr. Abraham G. 
Duker will lecture on “Jewish Survival 
and Emigration.” 

Newark: The League in New- 
ark, under the leadership of Mr. 
Ralph Wechsler, Mr. Ruffman and 
Mr. Kesselman, has renewed its 
activities for the present season. The 
last membership meeting was address- 
ed by Dr. Alexander S. Kohanski, on 
“The Role of the Histadrut in the 
Yishuv in Palestine.” The chapter 
has set for itself a quota of 100 new 
members which it will seek to enroll 
by the end of May. Its next member- 
ship meeting will be held on Monday, 
March 15th, at the Y. M. H. A. Dr. 
Solomon Zemach will be the guest 
speaker. 

Rabbi Wohl and Dr. Zemach in 
Detroit: Last month Detroit enjoyed 
the visit of Dr. Samuel Wohl, Na- 
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HAVE YOU MADE 
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AND YOUR FRIENDS? 


NEW YORK 


March 4th 
Stephen S. Wise, Julian W. Mack, 
Louis Lipsky, Nathan Ratnoff, etc. 


BOSTON 
April 11th 


HAYIM GREENBERG 


(E. Borenstein, 36 Beaconsfield Rd., 
Brookline, Mass.) 


DETROIT 
April 18th 


RABBI SOLOMON GOLDMAN 


(Mrs. Rebecca Sanders, 12342 Broadstreet, 
Detroit) 


TORONTO 
April 25th 


HAYIM GREENBERG 


(Dr. S. B Hurwich, 455 Spadine Ave., 
Toronto) 


CLEVELAND 
April 27th 
HAYIM GREENBERG 


(Dr. S. Garber, 806 Hippodrome Bldg., 
Cleveland) 


CHICAGO 
April 28th 


RABBI SOLOMON GOLDMAN 
HAYIM GREENBERG 
(Jewish Frontier, 10 No. Clark St., Chicago) 


LOS ANGELES 


Date and Speakers 
to Be Announced 


(Mr. S. Abrams, 6125 W. 6th St., 
Los Angeles) 


APPLY FOR RESERVATIONS 
NOW AT HEADQUARTERS 
LOCAL OR NATIONAL 
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tional Chairman of the League and of 
Dr. Solomon Zemach, Histadrut dele- 
gate. The League’ Council received 
the guests with great enthusiasm. Mrs. 
Pearl Block, secretary of the Council, 
reports an increase in membership. 

New Chapter in Ottawa, Ontario: 
Mr. M. H. Arnoni writes of the forma- 
tion of a League chapter in Ottawa, 
the capital of Canada. Mr. Max Bay- 
lin, who has taken an active part in 
the organization of the group, is plan- 
ning an educational program. 

Los Angeles: The four chap- 
ters in Los Angeles are actively 


; engaged in the fund-raising affairs of 


the Gewerkschaften Campaign. Dr. 
Enzo Sereni, leader of Hechalutz, who 
spent several weeks on the West Coast, 
has aroused much enthusiasm among 
the members of the League. Mr. Sam- 
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uel Abrams and Dr. Joseph Rosen- 
berg, recently re-elected chairman and 
vice-chairman, report progress. 

Rabbi M. Steinberg in Syracuse: 
Dr. Milton Steinberg, Rabbi of Park 
Avenue Synagogue, New York, was 
the guest speaker at a mass meeting 
under the auspices of the League in 
Syracuse, N. Y. Rabbi I. Irvin Hyman 
presided. Before the meeting, the ar-- 
rangements committee, under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Ben Miller and Mc. 
Sidney Greenberg, tendered a dinner 
in honor of Rabbi Steinberg. 

Wichita, Kansas: Mrs. L. Kaufman, 
secretary of the League chapter in 
Wichita reports an interesting program 
of cultural activities, lectures and open 
forums. 

Chicago Council: The League 
Council in Chicago is actively engaged 
in the Gewerkschaften Campaign. The 
closing banquet will take place Sun- 
day, April 4. Mrs. Claire Aronson, 
Executive Secretary of the Council, re- 
cently visited New York. She related 
of the progress the League has been 
making in gaining new members and 
of cultural activities, lectures, forums. 

Dr. A. S. Kohanski Continues 
Tour: Dr. Alexander S. Kohan- 
ski, National Secretary of the 
League, will continue his tour 
through several cities in the East- 
ern and Midwestern Regions, the sec- 
ond week of March. Last month Dr. 
Kohanski spent two days in Boston 
where he lectured at a meeting of the 
League, and met with the Executive 
Committee and other members of the 
League. . . . Mr. Emanuel Bornstein, 
chairman of the chapter, reports of 
plans that have been worked out for 
the membership drive. Mrs. M. Shore, 
Mr. Allen Cushing, Dr. Anna Minz, 
Miss Shulamith Soloweichick, Dr. Berl 
and Dr. Susannah Friedman are on the 
committee for the formation of new 
chapters ... Dr. Kohanski will visit 
the following cities in the month of 
March: Pittsburgh, March 10; Buffalo, 
March 11 and 12; Detroit, March 13, 
14 and 15; Toronto, March 16 and 
17; Ottawa, March 18 and 19, and 
Montreal, March 20 and 22. 


“IS JEWISH UNITY 
POSSIBLE?” 

A symposium under the auspices of 
the Social Workers Chapter of the 
League, Wednesday, March 10, 8:30 
P.M., Russel Sage Foundation, 130 
East 22nd Street, New York, N. Y. 
Chairman: Mr. Harry Glucksman, 
Executive Director Jewish Welfare 
Board. Speakers: Mr. Harry L. Lu- 
rie, Executive Director Council Jewish 
Federation and Welfare Funds; Dr. 
Samuel C. Kohs of the Graduate 
School for Jewish Social Work; Dr. 
Hayim Fineman, Professor at Temple 
University. Admission free. 
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